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The CONGREGATION: at 
Little St. Hellen, lately Attend- 


9 * ing the Miniftry of Mr. * 

| buſe. | 

Ws — Ind poſitions with ſinks Backward: 

5 neſs to P ape this' Sermon, made it Late 

3 before I could attempt an Anſwer to your Ree 
ON queſt. In 72 rg it, I found a Neceſſity 
4 1 Thos ie on thoſe Heads in the Ag ag 
1351 F but named in your _— 

vey There the 172 is ſomething Obſcure, 
5 ing the Scriptures only, were capable e 
£ 2 any Certain Account of the Nature e 
» pe eg 1 leſs repine, that Tm confined to my «» 
4 Bible, by Cireumſtances which deny Acceſs to 


my - < Books, to ſearch the Conjectures f 
Jewiſh or Chriſtian Writers. 

THERE's a Paragraph likewiſe added to 
the Character of your = Worthy Paſtor, Vit. 
Some Inſtances of Divine Mercy to him in his 
Life and Death; which I would not have miſta- 
ken, as if I tho he the want of, yea, or the Evils 

. Contrary to moſt of thoſe, were any Way inconſi» || 
tent with the True Felicity of 4 Faithful Mi» || 
A2 miſter 1 
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garded, becauſe however Sdyereignty may exert , 
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And the Prophets do hy hs 
8 % 199,26 858 


's Uſual with the find Writets, 
+ Caſes which are plain, to con-! 
clude a Point by Interrogations'y | 
that ſo we might be more affectingly | 
convinced; when an Appeal is thus 
made to the Common Sence of. Man- 
kind, that it cannot be otherwiſe, 
My Text is among the Inſtances of 
this kind, Do the Prophets live for 


ever f q. d. l s moſt plain and CEr- 
B * ain | 
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. Funeral Sermon. | 
tain they do not live for ever, it's 


manifeſt to every Man, that the Pro- 


phets of Former Ages are among the 
Dead, and thoſe of the Preſent are 
ſure to follow into the ſame State. 


You of this Congregation, will not 


eaſily ſuſpect à Truth, ſo ſadly atteſted 
by the Death of One, and another 
Faithful Diſpenſers of the Goſpel a- 
mong you. Nor can I without Sor- 
row, find my ſelf Preaching the Fu- 
neral Sermons of both of them, in 


. 1a ſhox a. Span; but Submiſſion to 
Divine Providence is as well our In- 
tereſt as our Duty, and when the Im- 


provement. of the moſt ſevere is pol- 
ſible and tequired: I have for that 
End fixed on this Subject, as the 


plain Language of theſe Sudden 


1 


1 
* 


Ob. T HE Prophets do not live for 
ever, but dye 4s other Men. 


| ; 1 mall Conſider, * 
I. THE Perſons ſpoken of: Vis. 


II. WHAT's 


Prophets. 
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A Funeral Beimon. 
11 WHAT's predicated concert 
ing them: They Do not live for ever, 
but dye as other Men. £597 


I. THE Perſons ſpoken of are 
Prophets : A Prophet is a Title of 
ſuch Traſt and Honour, that Chriſt 
himſelf bears this Character, which 
you ſee in thoſe Words. * But Moſes 
truly ſaid nnto the Pathers, 4 Prophet 
[hall the Lord ' your God raiſe up unto 
you, &c. And it ſhall tome to paſs, that 
every Soul that heareth not this Pros 


phet, (ball be deſtroyed | from among the 


People. Perſons in this Office are fe- 
puted of that Neceſſity and Uſe to 
the World, that King Joaſh bewails 
a Dying Prophet in theſe Words; 
+ My Father, my Father, iht Chariots 


of T/riel, and the Horſemen thereof 


From heir peculiat Intimacy with 
God, they are called Men ef Gol 14 
And undoubredly they att his Iaſtru- 
ments in effecting his moſt Gracious 

| B 2 Pur. 
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the other Hand be milled to aſcribe 


4 A Funeral Sermon. 
Purpoſes towards Mankind: For by 


them, he makes known himſelf, and 
reveals his Will and Counſel, in what 


concerneth their Eterna! Happineſs, 
as well as Temporal. 


f THESE. are the Perſons whoſe 
Miſſion God: ſolemnly and oft avouch- 
eth, and whole: Meſſage he is moſt 


concerned to ſtand by and execute. For 
the Safety of their. Perſons he is ſo- 


licitous, * Do my Prophets no harm; 
they who receive them are ſure of a 
Reward T. Tea, {0 jealous is God on 
their Behalf, that the Arm of a King 
ſhall wither, . if he || Stretch ont 4 
Hand againſt them; and very Chil- 
dren are deyoured by Bears (a) for 
but ſcoffing at them. 

BUx leaſt you ſhould on the one 
Hand think I ſhall aſſume too much, 
in applying to Goſpel - Miniſters, auß 
thing ſpoken of the Prophets: Or, on 
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. * Pſalm 105. 15. | Mat. 10 41, [| 1 Kings 13. 4. 
(a) 2 Kings 2 . 24. | 


too much to us, if we are included 
in that Character; I ſhall let you ſee, 
that two Sorts of Perſons are deſigned 
by the Name of Prophets. 


1. SOME are Prophets in the more 


Eminent Sexce : vis. Such Perſons as 


are extraordinarily called, and inſpi- 


red, for the immediate Revelation of 


God's Will, or future Events. 


2. SOME are Prophets in a leſs Emi- 
nent Sence : viz, Such as are called 
in a more Ordinary Manner, and by 
the more Common Gifts and Aſfi- 
ſtances of the Spirit, in ConjunQion 
with their own Study ; explain and 
apply the Truths publiſhed and re- 
vealed before. Of this Sort are the 
Ordinary Miniſters of the Goſpel, . tho? 
thoſe immediate Revelations 'be not 


F pretended by them; as were Com- 
mon to the other Sort of Prophets. 


I Shall ſpeak of each of _— 
| tl; 
1. THE Prophets in a more Emi- 


nent Sence, were Perſons called in 
3 an 
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6 A Funeral Sermon. 
[ an extraordinary Manner, and in. 
ſpired for the more immediate Reve- 
lation of God's Will, or of future 
Events. Theſe indeed, are moſt com- 
monly deſigned by the Word Pro- 
phets ; They were not confined to 
one Family or Tribe, as the Aaroni- 
ca! Prieſthood was. They were not 
fuch by Education, Preparation. or 
Acquirements of their owt ; tho) 
ſometimes God was pleaſed to inſpire 
ſome of thoſe Societies, called, The 

Sons of the Prophets *, If you ask, 
why | theſe are termed the Sans of 
zbe Prophets I anſwer, becauſe they 
did altogether apply themfelves to 
the Duties of Religion, and Devout 
Exerciſes under the Conduct of ſome 
great acknowledg'd Prophet, as Sa 
wel, Elijah, Elia, &c, but you 
ought not to think that all of them 


became Prophets; and much leſs, 4 


that their Guides could at their own 
Will, derive to them a Spirit of Pro- 
Pzheſie by their preparatory education; 
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ſundry Impediments to that Office. 


This Subject requires to be Enlarged 
on, beyond what a Part of a Sermon 
can admit; yet I give a few Hints. 


1. Gb revealed his Will to theſe 
Prophets in a more immediate Man- 
ner, than to ordinary Minifters : I 
ſay more immediately than to us, 
becauſe it was ſo, even when God 
made uſe of the Miniſtry of Angels, 
to declare his Mind. Indeed, this way 
of Revelation cannot be called ſo im- 
mediate, as when the Matter was 
internally ſuggeſted by the Holy Ghoſt 
to the Prophet's Mind; or when God 
himſelf formed Words, externally con- 
veighed. to the Ear of the Prophet, 
as 1 Sam. 3. 11, or Figures plated be: 


NEVERTHELESS a ' Meſſage 
Angels may be called immediate, 
compared with the common Way of 
God's diſcovering his Mind to us; as 

B34 When 


s A Funeral Sermon. 
when the Angel bid Zechariah, * Cry 
thou, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, 1am jealous, &c. You will find | 
ſeveral receive ſome of their Prophe- 
cies in this manner; as Daniel , 
St. John , &c. In ſuch Caſes, the 
Angel is at leaſt, as properly to bt 
called the Prophet ; as the Man whe 

received the Diſcovery : from him. 
On which Account it may be, that 
the Angel ſpake to Saint John (a), - 
T am thy Fellow Servant, and of thy 
Brethren the Prophets, © 01 


Bux the more immediate Reve- 
lation was, when the Spirit himſelf 
e to the Prophets, 
What they were to deliver as the 
Will of God; which as much obliged 
the Faith, and Obedience of ſuch they 
were ſent to; as if God had imme 
diately ſpoken to them, what he ſo 
uttered by theſe as his Mouth. And 
Davids Account of the * is 

clear, 
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A Funeral Sermon, 
clear. * The Spirit of the Lord pale 
by me, and his Word was in my Tongue. 
The fame is fignibed as to others by 
ſuch Words as theſe, Þ+ I's revealed 
by bis Holy Apoſtles and Prophets by the 


Spirit. And as he ſpake by the mouth 


of the Holy Prophets. (a) And What 
God hath ſpoken by the mouths of all 
his Holy Prophets. What Obedience 
was due to the Words of theſe you 
may eafily infer, when they are de- 
clared to be the very (b) Commanaments 
of God, which he cummanded by his Ser- 
vants the Prophets; and Diſobedience 


is confeſſed to be 4 Sin, charged and 


puniſhed as ſuch, - 


2. THE Manner of this more 
immediate Revelation was different. 
Sometimes by Dreams and Viſions, 


God came to Abravam in a' Dream; 


(c) God ſaid to him in 4 Dream. 
The P/a/miſt in like manner informs 


us, (a) T hon ſpakeſt in Viſion to thy Holy 
One, and ſaidſt, &c. The ſame Exe. 


1 liel, 
* 2 Sam. 2.3.20. ＋ Eph. 3. 5. Luke 1. 70. (a) Acts 3. 21. 


Y Ezia 9. 10, 11. (c) Gen. 20. 3, 3. (4) Plal. 8 9. 19. 
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te A4 Funeral Hermon. 
kiel, I{aiah, Daniel ; and moſt of the 
Prophets found frequently. Several 
Prophecies are called Viſions, as the 
Viſion of Vabum and of Obadiah. Oft 
there was no Difference between Re- 
velations by Dreams, and by Viſions. 
viz. When the Viſion befell them in 
their Sleep, and when Figures were 
e to them in their Dreams: 
hings thus occurring, the Words 
ate uſed promiſcuouſly, and ſignifie 
but the ſame Thing even when both 
the Words are uſed. So as Job 3 Fa 
15. In a Dream, in 4 Viſion af the 
Night- Daniel ſpeaks to Nebuchad- 
ne car, Thy Dream and the Viſions of 
thy Head. In the fame mann 
ſpeaking of himſelf, Daniel had 4 
Dream, and Viſions of his Head. But 
ſometimes there were Viſions ſeen 
when the Perſon was awake; and 
as the others are called Viſions of 
the Nizhr and Night Viſions; ſo 
theſe appeared when it was Day and 
the Prophet free from Sleep. Such 
Ws. 85 Daniel 


2 2 © - n 
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Dan. 2. 28. + Dan. 7. 1. Dan. 2. 19. 
(%) Dan. 7. 7. | 
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A Funeral Sernton” tx © 
Daniel * mentions at the River Hidde - 
kil, I lift up mine Eye and looked, and 
behold a Man cloathed in Linnen, &c. 
yet this Viſion ſtruck him on his 
Face and put him into aSleep, v. 9. but 
raiſed him up, v. 10 The like Viſion had 
Sammel + when awake, which is called 
2 Viſion ; the? he only heard the Word 
of the Lord by a Voice, and ſaw 
not any Similitude : Nay, the Ward 
D Viſen ] is oft: uſed for Internal In- 
ſpiration, as well as for Emblematical 
Reſemblances; ſo the Viſios of 1/atah, 
&c. 1 A 


YET however Extenſively the Word 

[ Viſion ] be applied, there is an In- 
ſpiration whereby God ? oft revealed 
his Will to the Prophets; wherein 
there were not thoſe impreſſive 
Images, Appearances and Voices; 
which more commonly attended Viſi. 
ons taken in the ftricteft Sence, aud did 
greatly affect the Bodies and Animal 
Spirits of ſuch, as had theſe Viſions. 
Fe | BY 
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BI this Izſpiration I mean, the 
Holy Spirit ſuggeſting inwardly and 
in a ſtill Manner; the Truths he 
moved the Prophets to make known, 
and deliver in the Name of God: 
With respect to this it's often ſaid, 
the Word of the Lord came to Men; 


as to Jeremiah, Jonah |, Samuel, 


Eliſba 8 (a) I OF 


YET miſtake me not, as if Inſpi- 
rations were confined to this more 
ſill manner of Revelation: For there 


Was as real, and proper an Inſpira-. 
tion by Dreams and Viſions, as in 
this; and the Spirit of the Lord is 


ſaid to fall upon them, and his Word 
to come unto them by each of theſe; 
as yon may ſee by (b) Ezekzel' and 
many others: Yea, and (c) A Scrip- 
ture is given by Inſpiration, as well as 
ſome : Yea, it's extended to all true 
Prophets. As St. Peter inſtructs us, 
(d) The Propheſie in Old time came not 

$ Ev i > by 


8. x 
* 9 


* 82 n * . * 
5 . * 
* * K 3 7 
7 


2 funeral Sermon. 3 
10 by the Will of Man, but Holy Men of 
God ſpake as they were moved by the 


1 Foy Ghoſt. Moreover, as to the de- 
N, | ſigned Effect, they all came to the 


fame thing; if you reſpect ſuch Reve- 
. lations as had a common Regard, eſ- 


pecially in what concerns any part 
„ of the Rule of Faith or Manners : 
For by each, the Spirit ſignified the 
Matter intended to be revealed, in 
ſuch a Manner, as the Prophet was 
enabled, infallibly and truly to deli- 


ver the very Mind of God, as it vas 
repreſented to himſelf, Whether it 
1 was in Dream, Viſion, or in a more 
q ſedate Inſpiration. His Imagination 
” | received and retained it, according as 


it was impreiſed, whether the Mat- 
ter was lignified more plainly, or 
more obſcurely. I ſay more Ob/carely, 
5 | becauſe the 9 did not always 
underſtand the Meaning of their own 
5 Propheſies; but were forced to as 
Help for the Explication of them. 
Ius is acknowledged by them, as 
8 when * 1 Daniel had ſeen the Viſion, | 


and 
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14 4 Funeral Sermon. 
and ſought for the meaning; then bł- 
hola there flood before me, us the Ap- 
pearance of 4 Man, who explained the 
Viſion. But whether the Prophet un- 


derſtood or no, and however the 


Word 
ſure. 


of Prophſie * was given it was 


3- REVELATION, as uſed in 
Scripture, muſt be diſtinguiſhed into 
that which was propey to the Pro- 
phets as ſuch; and that which is 
Common to them with other Good 


Men. 125 


1. REVELATION Proper to the 
Prophets as ſuch, was when the Spirit 
of God repreſents to the Mind, of 
impreſſes on the Imagination; the 
Thing to be revealed. (1.) With- 
out any intervening Act of Man's 


Invention or Judgment. 2. It carried 


in it, the Obligation and Force of an 
Original Rule and Standard. (3) It 
was not to be in any thing changed, 


r 
r S 
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or altered by the Prophet's Confide- 
tion; or hy comparing of it with any 
other Rule. (4) In ſundry Cales, 
the Prophet's Underftanding might 
be no further improved, or enlight- 
ned by that Revelation; than the Un- 


derſtrading of ſuch as peruſed it, af- EE. 


ter it was publiſhed by him. (5) It 
had not always a Sanctifying Efficacy 


on the Underſtanding, or Will * - 


the Prophet, to whom it was given 
as you ſee in Baalam, &c. | 


2. REVELATION is often men- 
tioned, in a Sence Common 'to the 
Holy Prophets with other Good Men 
This lies in the Illumination of the 
Mind by the Spirit, to diſcern ſpiri- 
tually and more fully, thofe Objects 
that were before Prophetically 18 
vealed. This the Apoſtle prays, all 
the e might be Partakers of; 
* That the Fatber of Glory may give 
unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Revelation, for the Kpowleage of _ 

* Eph. 1. 17, 18. ets | 
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16 A Funerol Sermon. 

The Eye; of your Underſtanding being 
8  enlightuea, that ye may know the Hope 
1 of your Calling, &c. In this ſort of 
1 Revelation, (.) There was Room 
1 for, yea, need of diligent Scarch, 
1 Meditation, and Exerciſe of Judgment. 
5 This is not only enjoyned T:mothy, 
Wl |  * Meiitate on theſe things, give up thy 
Self wholly to them, that thy profiting 
| may appear to all; but it was practi- 

ced by the Prophets, and that as to 
their own Proyhecies. + Of which 
Salvation, the Prophets have enquired 
and ſearched diligently. Muhen it teſtified 
beforeband the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
the Glory that ſhould follow unto whom 
it was revealed; that not unto themſelves 
but unto us, they did miniſter the things 
that are nom reported unto you, (2.) 
This Revelation hath not the Form 
of an Original Rule or Standard, but 
muſt not only be compared with, 
but regulated by what was before 
Prophetically revealed; nor is it to 


be Obeyed, nor doth it oblige other- ||, 
wile, 
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- wiſe, than by its Conformity to the 


Law of Nature, or, ſuch Prophetick 
Iaſpirations, as were given to be a 
Rule and Standard. Je the L 
and to, the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak. wet 
according to this Word, it is. becauſe 
there is. no Light in them. (3.) This 
is capable of Additional Improvement - 
and Advances of Light, and the Ob- 
ject to be preſented in juſter and more 
adequate Thoughts; as it is more 
Extenſively, and in higher Degrees 
repreſented and conceived of. (4.).The | 
Underitanding of a good Man, hy this 
Sort of Revelation is enlightned, beyond 
what the Recital of his own Thoughts, 
when . molt illuminated thereby; 
will . neceſſarily make his Mind. tp be, 
to whom they are related: Yea, far- 
ther, by this ſort Perſons maya ber- 
ter underſtand a publiſbed Prophetick 
Revelation, than the Prophet to hom 
is maniteſted at firſt. Theresofe 
David prays, t Open than mine, He 
that 1 may behold — TD 5 kg 
out of thy Law ||. Ang he meditaced 
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* Tia” 8. 22. T Ptal. 119. 18. || Plat, 119.99. 
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in God's Precepts, and thereby be- 


came wiſer than his Teachers. 6553 
fin 


They who have this Revelation, 


the Sanctifying Efficacy of the Truth 


teveaſed. They know it affectingly 


and operatively. Tho? the Matter 


receives its Eyidencing Prof, from 
the Authority of a Prophetick Reve- 
lation of the Spirit recorded in the 
Word; yet it becomes Siritualiy per- 
ceived, and ſavingly efficacious, by 
this Enlightning and Renewing Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, who fills 
that Truth with Power. | 


I Hope theſe ſhort Hints will guard 
you, againſt the Miſtakes of the Qua- 
ters on the one Hand, who make 
the Rub of Faith and Life in the 
Scriptures, to be imperfect, and to 
ftand in need of Additions : And on 


the other Hand, againſt thoſe profane 
Men whodeſpiſe, as well as deny the 
Viſitations of the Holy Spirit, as if he 


could not concur with our Rational 
Faculties in their Operations, by his 


illuminating Light and ſanctifying 


Efficacy. 
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Efficacy.” And indeed both: . 3 
ters Notion, and that of theſe Men, 


do reduce all Revelation to that which 


is Prophetzck, whereby the Canon w 
framed *'and in the mean time, ex 


elude this ' Sprita;s/ Manifeſtation of 
| thoſe Canonigal Truths, whereby th 

ate made effectual to fanctifle and a0 
us; and which we have teafon to covet 


as moſt neceſſary for us, ſince the 
Scripture Canon is compleated, 


3. THE Prophetick _ Revelations 
were attended with ſuch Sf evizey- 
cing Light and Power; as gaye the 
Prophets a 1 K Conviction, that 
they were truly from God and 
Deluſion. It's undoubted, that Got 
can give Men an Aﬀurance paſt- all 
Suſpicion, that it is he wha ſpeaks, and 
is rhe inghedjate- Aptder ef choſe No- 


tices which” he gives them. fe cat 


frisfie them, that there is ng pofſibj- 
lity of Deluſion as ro whit is foggeſted; 
yea, and that in e 
to exclude (as too low) thoſe R 
tional Proofs of, and Enquiries con- 
C 2 cerning 


* 


cerning them, which are requiſite in 
Ordinary Caſes. 


. 


o 
& & jÞ+ Sora 


ien donn ais 334 ht G60 
IHE Evidence was, ſo. great, that 
Diſobeyiog, what was commanded 
or Refuſing 10 go upon any, enjoined 
Meſlage, or Concealing any thing they 
were required to publiſh, was very 
fimul; tho“ the Prophet had no other 
No tice, beſides this Revelation to ob- 
lige him; as we ſee in Moſes, Jo- 
nab, Rc. 


MOREOVER, we find the Prophets 
diſtruſted not their Revelations, even 
tho the thing revealed was oft ſtrange 
or improbable, or far tranſcending 
former Diſcoveries, or dangerous to 
their own Lives, yea, or ſeemingly 
unlamful; as againſt plain Precepts. Of 
each of theſe, Inſtances might be given, 
of the laſt you have that Command 
to Abraham, for offering up his Son 
Tſaac ;, for his Conſent whereto, he 
Was ſo rewarded as well as applauded ; 
Gen. 23. 2, 16, 17. 1 
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- BUT to deſcribe the Way where- 
by God aſſored the Prophets, that it was 
he who appeared, and ſpake to them 
by Dreams, Viſions, or more ſilent 
Inſpiration; and how this Aſſurance 
became ſuch, as to ſet them beyond 
Jealouſie and Danger of Deluflon, 
muſt be dark to any who never felt 
it; or at leaſt ſomewhat like it in 
the Extraordinary Approaches of God 
to his own Soul. Whether it was 
by ſome Objective Senſible Glory 
accompanying the Revelation; or by 
the peculiar Power of that Flats 
which moved them, or by the ſtrongly 
impreſſed Effect of the thing revealed 
upon the Soul, yea, and Body too; 
or by a powerful affent of the Mind, 
wrought and excited by the Virtue 
of the Spirit; in ſuch near approaches 
of his unto- the: Prophet, called T 
coming uaon him. Whether it Was 
ſometimes by one, or: tlie other: dr 

by all conjunctly infor" Caſts, 1 
| C 3 by 


— —— — —„—- 0. 
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* 2 Chron. 20, 14. 


32 era Seymon 
by any other way, it's difficult to 
determine and not very needful to 
Enquire: ; 10 


yy THE Matter thus revealed to 
the Prophets was of ſundry Sorts. 


_ THEY were Eminently called Pro- 
Fre. from their Fore · ſeeing and 
Fore: telliag things to come; to enable 
them hereto, is the Prerogative of 
God, By wham the End is declared from 
the Beginning *. But there are other 
at ſeaſt of as. great Importance in 
their Nature, as well as Uſefulneſs 
Government over him; as Predictions 
of future Things can be. For to them 
Was revealed the Nature and Perfecti- 
ons of God, eſpeciall/ with reſpect to 
what the Light of Natture did imper- 
fechly, uncertainly, or not all diſcover, 
as the Trinity; the Reconcileableneſs 
of his Offended Majeſty to 1 
r a 


n 


ad 
7 Iſaiah 46. 10. 
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ro and not Fallen Angels, Go. 


Ro a. - bet. ee 
j TO Them did God make known. 
i the Perſon and Offices of Chriſt the 

ta Mediator; the Covenant of Redemps 

tion, the Way of the Salvation of Sin- 
ners. To Them God revealed the. 
. || Conditions of Pardon and Peace, the 
true Mature of thoſe Conditions, and 
the certain Conne æian between thoſe 
Conditions and thoſe Benefits. : 


TO: them God revealed the Means. 
d | of our, deriving Grace, and the Man- 
nner and Nature of the Spirit's: Ope- 
& | Tations.. As alſo the Priviledges of 
Saints, the Promifes to the Ghurc 
g the Glorious Condition, of the Bleſſed 
I 


14 dt 


h 
in Heaven, and the Solemnitieß .of 
- | the Judgment Day, the: Reſurredtiop. of 

the Dead, the Power and Miſeries 
of Devils, and the undone and di- 
ſtreſſed State of Iqmpeniten t + Sinners 
in Hell: Nor muſt we exclude the 
Account given of our /Deprayedpels 
by the Fal, nor a more certain A 


count of Moral Duties and Mans 
fl C 4 true 


a. A 
® 


24 4 Funeral Sermon” 
true Happineſs, than the darkned 
* 2 of Nature vields; and much 


cations 


IN Short, the Articles of our "Faith, 
the Rule of our Duty, and the things 
that moſt affect our Fear and Hope ; do 
chiefly depend on the Reve tions 
— 4 to theſe Inſpired Perſons, 


THE imperfect, wild, falſe, and 
uncertain Notions, the Wiſeſt Philo- 
ſophers had of the leaſt obſeure of 
ſuch” Things, as Moral Duties, and 
Man's true Happineſs; and their utter 


Ignorance of moſt, may aſſure us the 


Soblimeft Matters were beyond Hu- 
macieJavention : Nor can we imagine, 
that any thing below Revelation could 
afford that — or Obligation, as 
the Nature and Conſequence of the 
rear, Things of i en do require. 


THEREFORE; — Uagrateful 
fas God, and Cruekafs they to them+ 


ves hh. r the Benefit we 
have 


any Poſitive © Duties ang Iofti- 


A Funeral Sermon. 25. 

ed have by thole luſpired Perſons, whom | 

ch | God employed to make known what 

ti- | i: of lo near Concernment to us; 
and ue could not otherwiſe be ac- 
quainted with ! q, 


gs YOU fee, I meddle not with Se- 
Jo || cial A ſases, or Warnings upon Par- 
ns ticular Occaſions to this or that Man 
or Place; and much leſs, with what 

may concern one's Self in way of 
d Comfort, Warning, or Reproot, by 


o- | perlonal Application of ſome Eſta- 
of bliihed Truth, or Direction as to 
d Dangers or Events (ſomething where- 
r | of may ſtill continue). But my 
e | Point refers to Predictions of the Ge- 
= neral State of the Church; and more 


k eſpecially to ſuch Revelations, as the 
d | Rule of Faith and Duty is fixed by. g 
8 


5. THE Apoſtles and all ſuch, as 
bad immediate Revelation of Gods will 
by che inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
| for the ute of the Church; are to be 
eſteemed in a rank at leaſt equal with 
ö the Prophets. — — 
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UNDER this Head I includeithe: 
Evangeliſts who recorded the Acts and 
Szyings of our Lord Jeſus ; tho' I inſiſt 
chiefly on what concerns the Apoltles, - 


I know the Apoſtles are diſtinguiſh'd 
from the Prophets of their Time; Some. 
Apoſtles, ſome Prophets *. But that is 


becauſe in that place by Prophets, are. 


moſtly deſigned foretellers of future 
things; whereas Revelations of DoGri- 
nal Articles and Rules for Practice, 
were chiefly granted to the Apoſtles qt. 
Apoſtles are like wiſe diſtinguiihed from 
choſe former Proph2ts, by whole Reve- 
lations the way of Salvation was made 
known'to the World; but there the 
ground of diſtinction lies; in that addi- | 
tional: part of their Office to that of 

Prophets; vis. Their being Witzeſſes 
of Chriſts ReſurreFion. But that deth 
not exclude them from being Prophets, 
for they were Perſons by whom G 
ſpake to Men as his own Mouth; 


8 n 


. 1 


* 1 Cor. 12. 28. + 2 Pet. 3. 2. ; L N 


* * * 
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A Funeral Sermon. 8 
I Theſfſ. 4. 15. Upon them the Church 
he | was Built, * Tow are Built on the Fouts 
nd || dation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus 
ſiſt | Chreſt himſelf being the chief corner Stone. 
s. their Doctrine was to be received as 
Revealed to them, hence called + Their 
nd Dactrine. And tho? when they appealed 
me | to former recorded Revelations, for the 
is: || converſion of Fewiſh Unbelievers, the 
are: || Bereans jultly examined the Scriptures ; 
ure yet in many things their Revelations 
tri- were an Original Rule, and obliged to 
ce, Credit and Compliance, without any 
+. other Atteſtation than their Teſti- 
om. | mony that it was of God; this I ſay 
ve- | was ſufficient after their Miſſion was 
neee 


di- AND it will appear, if you conſider 
of bow many Duties we are under by 
fſes | Gods Commandment, received only 

from them; which commands are of e. 
qual obligation with thoſe of the Pro. 
phets' : || That you may be mindful of the 
Woras which were ſpoken before by the 

| ) ee 


es Hs FELLA BLEED 1 


N F ph. 3. 20. + Acts 2. 42» [ 2 Pet. 3. 2. 
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23 A Funeral Sermon. 
Holy Prophets,” and the Commandment of 
the Apoſtles of our Lord and Saviour. © 


THEY changed the Jewiſh Oeco- 
nomy, Worſh p and Officers, and put 
an end to Sacrifices and Circumciſion; 
winch with the like, were the appoint - 
ments of God; and thereſore could not 
be altered but by himſelf. They ere ed 
Church Officers, preſcribed ſeveral 
parts of Worſhip and Rules of Diſci- 
pline: Now if theſe are not the Laws of 
God, its no Sin to tranſgreſs or neglect 
them; ii they be his Laws, them the 
Holy Ghoſt ſpake by theſe Apoſtles; 
and what Articles he delivered by them 
muſt be believed, as from Men prophe- 
tically inſpired. 


SHOULD any ſay they had not 
Prophetick Revelations, but as Men of 
Grace and Judgement, the y infert'd 
under common aſſiſtances from Reaſon 
or former Revelations, whatever they 
declared or appointed. I anſwer, many 
of thele things were contrary to the 
former Inſtitutions of Moſes, and other 

i inſpired 


A Funeral Sermon. 29 
inſpired Perſons; and the Apoſtle 
Paul diſtinguiſheth what he ſo inferred, 


from what he delivers by Revelation 
as the infallible Will of God. 1 


ſpeak. this by per miſſion, and not of Com- 


manament. Uuto the Married command 
not, not I but the Lord; but to the 
zeſt. ſpzak I, nat the Lord, &c. Now 
concerning Virgins I have 0 Command- 
ment, yet 1 give my judgment; &c. (F) 
Finally, What was unknown to for- 
mer Ages, , was revealed unto Holy 
Apoſtles and Prophets by the Holy 


* * 


Spirit. 4 1 80 
6. WHEN Men were obliged to 
receive from the Prophets, their Re- 
velat ions as the Word or Will of God; 
he ſufficiently atteſted their Office, and 
1 they were inſpired and ſent by 
im. | + N 


5 18 
10 


WE ſee, when God gave Laws and 
ſettled his Worſhip in Vrael by Moſes; 
many Miracles were performed by 

4112 | 91130 him, 
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him, and ſuch Viſible Appearances of 
God among them, as could not but 
convince, that God ſpake thoſe things 
by Moſes. Moreover, tho we do not 
read that Miracles attended. every 


Prophet, who was only employed to 
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apply thoſe Truths which had been 
before atteſted ; yet either by the Truth 
of his - Predictions, ſome peculiar 
Power attending him, the Teftimony 
of Eſtabliſhed Prophets, or other Sig 

of his Miſſion ; they were convinced 
of his- Call; before he was eſteemed 
a Prophet of the Lord. FO 


IN Times of great Revolt, God was 
pleafed to grant ſometimes the Power 
of working Miracles, altho' the Pro- 
phets made no Change in 3 
nor afforded any further Light in 
Points of Doctrine; but principally 
were employed to reprove Apoſtacy 
from thoſe Rules of Worſhip and 

Practice, which were before revealed. 


This we find when Eliſab, Eliſha, and 
ſeveral others, were ſent to teſtific 


WHEN 


againſt revolting Vrael. 
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but! WHEN the Jewiſß Oeconomy was 
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to be diſſolved, a Goſpel Conſtitution 
to be erected, ſeveral Articles of Faith 
to be aſſented to, and Chriſt to be re. 
ceived as the Meſſias and Teacher of 
the Church; then many Miracles 
were performed by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, as God's Atteſtation to their 
Miſfion, and to the Things revealed 


by them. And tho we ſee not ſuch 


Miracles in our Days, yet we have 
no reaſon for our Incredulity; becauſe 
the Truth and Rules we are en- 
joyned to entertain, were full7 
and openly eſtabliihed and recorded; 
and due Means uſed for trauſmitting 


the ſame with the Evidencing Mirucles 4 


of that Time to us of this Age; and 
this beyond the Certainty of any other 
Hiſtory, yea, and ſupported by the 


Accompliſhment of Scripture Prophe- 


ſies, yea, thoſe of the moſt improbable 
Sort; and the continued E of 
thoſe Truths upon the Hearts of the 
moſt prejudiced, and that without Hu- 


mane Force, yea, and in the FA f 
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-- 7. WHATEVER in rhe; Sacred 
Scriptures, | is revealed by the Holy 
Prophets or Apoſtles, in the Name 
of God as his Revelation; we ov9ght 
to teceive as the Will and Truths 
of God, inſallibly recorded and tranſ- 
mitted to us. Al] Scripture is given 
by" Inſpiration of God, ana is profitable, 
&c. Among the Scriptures St. Peter 
＋ includes the - Writing of It. aul : 
It's true of all as of David, He 
Jpake by the Hoh Ghoſt, i. e. by his 
unerring Direction: Nay, as if the 
Spirit had deſigned to obviate ſome 
late Objections, we find in another 
place, (a) That the Scriptures mig hi 
be fulfilled, which the Holv Ghoſt | [pake 
by the Mouth of David. Which notes, 
that the Spirit of God made uſe of 
Devid as his Mouth to utter his own 
Mind; and as his Hand by which he 


Wrote his own Will; for it is a 


Written Plalm to which he refers. 


Thus ſaith the Lord is oft prefixed to 


What 
2 Tim, 3. 16. + 1 Pets 3. 16. | Mark 11. 34. 
(4) Acts 1.16. | ie 1 7 
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what the Prophet declared, which ar 

Terms too great for an 1 Inferctices 

made by a fallibls Light nor can 

any acquit rhemfelyes. from. ot 

Impoſtors when they , uſe this Phraſe 

if uncertain as to tt Matter, and 

n that God was ys * Au- 
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he inſpired. n ; 


eke 1 1 
ph fy [1 1 vod 1 5111 2127. 
FRY ha, it es Tins" they 
. rophets, , ecauſe fome were 
W upon an Occaſional Mellage,. 
others more ſtatedly entruſted 
D me .:1 With 


—— 


LM "Divine not $a - of 1 laſt 
ſort Were Moſes, Samuel, Eliſab, Elba 
Nachen, and foundry * . in 12 e Gd 
Teſta 5 iche all the Apoſtle, ex- 
ew Teer: : 
Of: the © ag ong others was 

the Old Proj phet bog Rete; be was 
of Old a "a ooh in delivering ſome 
ti ular Meſlage ; but nat ſo ſtatedly 
0 ved. as” that his Pretenſivng 
mw Credit-with the other Pro. 
_ the former Revelation 
altho' a Viſion from God 

him? For, when the 
td" went from any, 

e to 2 Words as e 
al Was to ceaſe. + 


* HAr che Proph ets. mention it 
the Revealed 1150 of God, and 
in the ame. This I ſuggeſt, becauſe 
where they expreſs only their private 
Sentiments, without pretendipg to a 
Revelation, or to declare it as fromm God, 


ot al woe be believed as the in- 


fallible Teſti 
bse 8 


Truth. 2 
vi au d 
God, © 


5 to Nathan, ſwing, "go MA 22 t 


— ag 
of God; but is SG 
the common Rules r 
approves D. 
d 4 Houſe" for 
by his private Judgment 
Su agg cb him thereto; * Go, 
all that. vin thine Heart, for the Lor 
with tee. Ile withoitt! + Revelation, 
thought ſo ood 2 Deſign as that, b 
the land bf one ſo Red: by 80d 
as David” was; could fail neirler of 
Ap tanes nor Succeſs; Ts he 1 
his Private Senritnents as ſuch; 
——— prerending an e i 
Meſſage from G0 : or, the Uſe | 
ſuch” Words, as; Thu 1 rbe Lu 
Whereas upon the Eafuing ** 


he contradids his private Jud mie 
and Ia the Nose of the Lord forbids; 


the Defign he approved beſort; whete: 


to David ſubmits, from a ſenee bf che 
very different Authority of this, from 
what the Prophet hach 42 e 


2 TEN 2 


* 2 Sam. 7. 3, 20 18. 
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Ser pan, David, thus ſarb the Lord, 


coraing to al theſe worde, and according 
A rhis Viſion did Natbau =_ 
David. Then went Ring Devid aud 
ate before rhe. Lord, 8&c. The Apoſtle 
Paul ( as already inftanced ) plainly, 
diſtinguiſheth between what he uttered 
in the Name-of God as an le; 


Manner common to other Saints, by 
the Ordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit 


upon ſerious diligence. And as Holy 


as they were Saints, and the Bleſſed 


Tence to others, whenever there was 


inſpired Perſons could eaſily judge 
between. their, own Reaſonings, and 
immediate Revelations; ſo their Piety 


Spirit as they were his Inſtruments; 
muſt lead them to ſignifie that difle- 


a danger of Miſtake. 


Find ie 3 * T 
3. THE Will of God is 3 
recorded in the Scriptures, by ſuch 
s. were employed to tranſmit the 
— to us. THE 
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1 Cor. 7. 25. 
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THE great Deſign of Revelations 

was, to Afr and oblige other Per- 

ſons: beſides him who was inſpired; 
therefore that Which was revealed 
muſt be juſtly repreſented; or Men 
muſt be impoſed on, and at utter 

Uacertainty, whenever the'Matter' of 

the Revelation was declared to them. 


But; beſides this Miſtake in the Guide 


of our Faith and Rule of our Duty; 


which we are ſubject to where the 


Will of God is miſrepreſeated; J it's 
further to be eenſidered, that if the 


Holy Ghoſt did not ſo influence” the 


Denman as to prevent Error, out 
Faith would be altogether à Tm 


Faith; as to Whatever the pen: man 
thus left to himſelf recorded. The 
reaſon whereof is this, a divine Paith 


which becauſe ſuch is infallible, and 
is reſulved into this, The Toth: sf God 
declares "ite But if you do not 
at leaſt the Conquct of the Spirit, 
whereby the Pentnan ſballl Geclare in- 
fallbly the Will ef God, his Decla· 


D 3 ration 


muſt terminate en a divine T , | 
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ration will be e's becauſe bimſch 
2 and e Ground of Sredihility is 
afely reſolxed into what he b, if 
vou allow him to be under back 
Be which nothivg a DOR 

vine can be. | 45 ih ft 
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[ N £4 $2 4: 
lam, ſenſible there — two 3 
which deſerve a larger diſcourſe; ; than 
my time will allow tor;.the. diſcuſſing 
"FS! 10 13 . 8 dns ipc 0 
I, 8 7 55 
Ts 'T H E 13 and EL ade, 
the Pen, Men of the New, Teſtament, 
ſuffice toafſure us of the Truth of hat 
they write; tho? they had no immedi: 
ate Nevelations; and 5 ſuch 
Revclagions were nene. e 


W 1 grant, thax;in.recital of ſuch 
matters of Fact as chemſelves beheld, 
their veracity is; 3 lf fficient, to induce 
our Aſſent to the truth of ſuch n 
ee it appears neceflary/, nl 


CF ede e b 
Walters Fact be cdi of Life, 


and 


” 
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2. WHEN they 


Ai bin. 


Bur Sit their Office and en 
Divine Command, with promiſe by. 
bis affiftance in their tranſmitting his 
Wil to us; doth give a higher iu. 
rance of the cefaitt of what they de- 
liver, than their perſonal Integrity 7 will 
afford: Yea, be this never ſo great, 
their Teſtimony is but Hamar, and 
therefore an inſufficient ' Ground to 
cifie our Faith as' Divine; or to ren- 
er it congruous, that our belief ſhould 
be ſaying, or unhelief deſtructive with- 
out a Divine Atteſtation. This point 
is decided if St. Pau! were either fin- 

| cerely honeſt or inſpired, when he tells 
18 us, All Seripture is given by e 
al from Cod, &c. 2. Tim. 3. 16. 
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4 w. 3 UNLESS ths Words 
be DB. uſe of, do truly and 
5 bignißße What the Spirir would 
Rave” recorded ; bis Revelations are 
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Words of his own: Inventing. And 
yet this will not hinder the 


2 — 4 
miſrepreſented to Mev, and the Daa- 
ger of this, if the choice of Words 
had always been leſt to the meer 
Skill of every Penman; is too a 
rent to need more, than 1 have al- 
ready _ on that Head, 7 216] 


40õů w. 2. WHEN the Holy Spirit 
ſuggeſted Truths to the Mind of an 
inſpired Perſon, thoſe Truths might, 
as eaſily be ignified by Words Indited 
by the Spirit, as by Words Ivvented 
by the Inſpired. For Inſtance, when 
the Spirit informed St. John 'of the 


future ſtate of the Church; could not, 


the Spirit excite and direct his Mind, 
to conceive the Revelation under de- 
termined Words; and enable his Me- 
— to retain the Matter under thoſe 
very Words, as well as under any 


Spirit's 
accommodating himſelf, io the Joſtru./ 
ments he is pleaſed to employ, z; for. 
he declares his Mind by Words di- 
rected by himſelf, according to the 


various | Endowments and Style of 
ſuch, 


4 2 Funeral! Sermon. 
ſuch, whom he makes uſe of; yea, and 
ſerveth great purpoſes by that Va- 
riety. If he deſign to ſpeak: of plain 
things, or to Men who can better 
underſtand, and be more affected with 
more vulgar Words; he inſpires ſuch 
as Amos, and excites and guides his 
Imagination to conceive of, and utter 
What's revealed, in Terms familiar 
to himſelf. In like manner, he 
choofeth ſuch” as: 1/aiah the Prophet, 
to deliver things more ſublime; and 
for the advantage of ſuch, to whom 
a loftier Way of Exprethon is more 
agreeable. 18 


Au 3. IN ſundry Caſes it was 
Neceſſary, that the very Words by 
- which'the Will of God is expreſſed; 
be' dictated by the Holy Spirit.. For 
Inftance, when the Prophets ander- 
food" not the Meaning of what they 
heard and wrote, it was dangerous 
if poſſible) to declare the thing 
truly, unleſs they confined themſelves 
to Words indited by the Holy Ghoſt. 
So in ſublime Matters the Notice 

GJY7 whereof 


A:Funeral'Serman,” az 


whereot 1s entirely depending on Re- 


velation, and where great ſtreſs lies 


on a Word, and the leaſt: Variation 
Is dangerous, as in ſome: Articles of 
Faith; add Deſcripiions of the Terms 
of Life, C In ſuch caſes, the Holy 
Ghoit wauld not leave it to M 
Invention to farm Words, upon 


which 
the! Faith of his Church, and the 
Rule of Judgment ſo entirely depended: 
He who CH ,,jέR his Angels with folly, 
would not place fuch Truſt in fallen 
Man; in Matters for which he is ſo 
inſufficient, as he is in the forecited 
Caſes; Whatever their fitneſs might 
be to record Matters of Fact, or ſuch 
plain Matters as the Duties made evi. 
dent by the Light of Nature; of 
which by former Revelations, © bes 
come univerſally received and under 


| ſtood. 
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i. \Azſw. 4. IT can ſcarcebedoubted; 


that the very Words recorded in many 


irts of the Seriptures; were iudited 
y the Holy Ghoſt. "RN 
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WE find ſeveral: Paſſages called 

The Words of the Lord, and this when 
they ate fecited after. they had been 
ſpoken, and written by the Prophets. 
Andi *. Baruch wrote from the mouth of 
Feremuah, all the Words of the Lord, 
which, he had ſpoken unto him. Of 
Propheſies when written, the Holy 
Spirit Saith, I Until the Words of God 
be: fulſlled. Can any doubt whether 
the Ten Commandmeats — 
Moſes, were the very: Words which 
he teceived from God ? Nor is it 
unuſual, ſor God to enjoyn the Pro! 
phets to write the Words which he 
gave them; as to Daziel, || Write theſe 
Words. The ſame to Jeremiah, (a) 
Write tbee all the words that I have 


Holen to thee in a: Book, &c. And theſe 
are the words the Lord ſpake, &c. In 


like manner, God gives a Charge to 
St. John, Hr ſaid to me, write, for 
theſe Wora are true aud Fait hy ul, Rev. 


81. 3. Need I add, how oft is the 


2 — 
Fer. 36. 4. f Reve 17.17. || Dan. 10. 9. (a4) Jer. 
30. 2, K 
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 A-Fuverxal\Sermon, as 
Holy Spirit ſaid to ſpeak Ta, and By 
his Servants in the recorded Words. 


MANY other Conſiderations might 
be offered, but thoſe Perſuns Who 
think to ſolve ſome Difficulties in the 
Hiſtorical Account of ſeveral things 
in the Scriptures, by denying the 
Words to be dictated by the Spirit; 
I hope, may yet eſteem what is al. 
ready propoſed, ſufficient to prove, 
that many of the very Words of 
Scripture were indited by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and that it cannot ſafely. be 
otherwiſe, in propoſing the great Ar- 
ticles of Faith, or Terms of Salvation; 
or Promiſes of ſaving Benefits; clpe- 
cially where ſuch. Things are called 
the Words of the Lord; or connected 
with ſuch Phraſes, as Thus: {airh 1 


Lord, Thus ſpake the Holy Ghoſt, Tbe 


Word of the Lord came to ſuch a Pro- 
phet, or ſuch an Apoſtle ſpake thus 


By the Will o, O; and the like) 


Having thus far taken Notice of theſe 
two Doubts: about the Sacred Books 
of the Inſpired+ Writers, I proceed 

| 8 to 
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to the laſt Thing 


hing included in the 


4. THE Divine Revelations thus 
tranſmitted-'to us in the Scriptures, 
we ought to receive as the Intallible 
Will and Truths of Got. 


- THIS--needs no Proof, for to re- 
fuſe it, is only to proclaim our own 
Ignorance; Impotency, Injuſtice, lnfi- 
delity, Evil Diſpoſition and Perverſe- 
neſs; not to receive things of this 
Moment as ſet in that Light, Evi- 
dence and Authority proper to them; 
argues a Diſtegard of our own Wel 
fare, and is no other than to ſhut 
dur Eyes that we may poſt to Hell 
ſecurely; and come fbort of Salva - 
tion without a Sence of our Loſs; 
Nevertheleſs this Evil is too common; 
and it appears by the Lukewarm 
Regard we have to theſe Heavenly 
Oracles; and their Weak Effects up- 
on the Temper and Lives of moſt 
Men. We all looſe the great Benefit 
of the Scriptures, as far as we neglect 
| to 


A Funtrat Sermon. 47 

to acknowledge their Divine Original, 
and overlook the Impreſs of God up- 
on them; but did we behold them 
us as the true Revelations of God, 
es, Words Himſelf ſpake, as ſurely .. 
le as if we had heard him: Did we 
1 conſider them enforced by ſuch Ex- 
5 preſſions as theſe, Thus ſaith the Lora, 
= this ſpate the Holy Ghoſt, this God 
* hath declared to us by his Son; or by 
1- his Choſen Witneſſes : Oh! what 


e- Power would we feel in every Truth, 

19 to direct our Judgment, affect our 

i- Hearts, and govern our Wills and 

1 Practice? | 

t WVERE they thus received, we 

Ii ſhould firmly aſſent to thoſe revealed 

< Dactrines, which ſeem leaſt recon» 7 
a cileable with our Reaſon 3 and reallizs * 
z by Faith what's more remote from 

* our Sences, for jhe hath appointed 


7 them, YVho knows all things, and can- 
. not ly. Nee | Ty 


- HOW chearfully and firmly ſhould | 


we -expet the Performance. of the 
S618 richeſt 


* 2 — 
richeſt Promiſes and Accompliſhment 
ot the greateſt Prophecies 3. , when 
the Almighty God of L ruth, hath thus 
ſolemaly and certainly engaged: him- 
felt. by his own Mouth, to fullfil 
them 1 With what humble Reverence, 
ſhould we ſarch the things we yet 4p- 
prehendea nat; when we look at them as 
Beams of Light, darting immediately 
from Unerring Viſaom] Every Precept 
muſt command Subjection, x hen enter 
tained as the Charge of him, wha is our 
greac Ruler, Jude e, aod a , Jealous, In- 
ſpecter of our Hearts and Ways. 


Al the Threatnings would firike 
an Awe upon the ſtouteſt Heart, 
when clearly | apprehended as pro- 
nounced by the. Mouth of a Juſt 
Ruler, who is a Conſuming Fire, aud 
Able to execute the — e 
of his Law. 1 y 


WH AT 8 rr we 
ſeſs our trifling Minds, when Truths 
are conſidered by us with Conyiftion; 
* W Majeſty of Heav yea 
an 


=" e 
and | Earth, \'is thereby informing; 'Y 
pleading; warning and directing d 
his Cfeatures, deſigned] for an End- 
leſs State of Happineſs or Miſery: 
Neither would ſuch a View be uſe- 
leſs to encline our Hearts to love 
thoſe Truths, for the ſake of this 
great God, who thus Condeſcends to 
uide, plead, importune and perſwade 
ch inconſiderable; guilty, carnal, 
obſtinate, earthly, vain, incredulous 
Apoſtates. e 
idol 0821 2410804 
Oh! how would our Prejudices, 
Excuſes; Delays, and carnal Diſpu⸗ 
tings be ſilenced and overcome; if 
we never thought of Scriprare diſ- 
coveries; but as the infallible Will 
and Truths of the Living God. Things 


moſt fully atteſted, moſt true, and 


that ſhall hereafter, be acknowledged 
by all of us, to be true and moſt im- 
portant. Thus they are apprehended” 
wherever they are ſavingly effectual 


1 Theff. 2. 13. When ye received the 


word o, Goa which he Head of: #4,\ pe 


received ii not as the worth of Nen, lui 
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& id is truth the word of God; which 
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. than the former : viz. The Ordinary 


eluded from the Name of Prophets, 
TN . 1 Sa 


effettually alſo worketh in you that believes. 


And to the Degree they are thus re- 


ceived by us, we {hall find their 


, HAVING finiſhed what Ijudged 


neceſſary to be ſpoken, concerning 
Prophets in the firſt and more Emi- 
nent Sence; I proceed to ſuch as are 
called Prophets, tho' in a Lower Sence 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, who by Di- 
vine lnſtitution, ſtatedly preach to 
r 

laining and Applying, the Scrip- 
rures Low of — under the 
Aſfiſtances of the Holy Spirit, and 
his Blefling On their Studies. 


7 THOSE Parts of their Office which 
refer to Sacraments, Diſcipline, &c. 
are more remote from my purpole, 


than what I have mentioned. 


THAT chat Minifters ame not eu- 
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ed, ue 1 
true Goſpel Miniſters during the Reign 
of Aiticbriſt, are called Prophets; 


* They habe ſhed the Rd of Suns 


and Prophets : i, e, Of the Godly 
Members and Miniſters of the Church, 
who oppoſed the Man of Sin ; a 

it's moſt probable, they are defi | 
+ by thoſe Words, And they al 


ſend Gifts to one another, becauſe-thoſe 


two Prophets tormented thoſe that delt 
on the Earth; which Torment W 


by their Doctrine, called || A fire which 


proceeded out of their mouth. The Mi- 
niſtr ation of the Golpel by them is 


termed Propbeſy ing; (a) That it ram 
1 in the Days of their Propheſie Nor 
can the Reaſon given for (b) Jude 


and Silas being mentioned to be Pros 
phets, argue that they were other 
than Goſpel - Miniſters. Aud Judas 
aud Silas. being Prophets allo them: 
ſelves, exhorted the Brethren with many. 


words and confirmed them. Their pub- 


lick Miniſterial Exhortation (which 


* Rev. 16. 6. + Chap. 14, 30. I Vere 5. 
(a) Ver. I6. (b) Acts 15. 32. 8 * * wh: 


NN 4 * | * 
thus. evinced : The Whole Body 


— ; 


1 | E DP i; Fenner, 
z2 A funerg Sermon. . 
bb the Work of Common Miniſters ) 
is juſtified by, and aſcribed to their 
being Prophets. And the Apoſtle's 
Words: can ſcarce allow preaching 
the” Goſpel not to be meant by Pro- 
pheſying ; * He that propheſieth Healer 
ane men, to Edification, and Exhorta- 
tin, and CRT. --. 


O the Prophets of this kind, viz. 
Goſpel-Miniſters ; I ſhall briefly remark 
oc alt may 
1. AS theſe do not ſince the Finiſh- 
ing of the Scripture Canon, need the 
Eminent Prophetick Inſpiration, or 
Immediate Objective Revelation; * fo 
they ought to manage themlelves, as 
Men who pretend not thereto. 


IHE muſt uſe Prayer, and Study, 
and Rational Helps to feach the Scrip- 
tures, to underſtand what is revealed 
in the Word; and. not depend on 
nor pretend to Immediate Teachings : 
* Thus 
— — — —— — 
21 Cor. 7. 3, 4, 39. | 
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a. Funeral 4 Semper. $3. 
Thus "Timo thy was adviſed by the 
Apoſtle Pa. And they who alſume 
more, do too often 9 fallly deny 
their Pfe· meditations, or, profane the 
Goſpel by their confuſed Impertinen- 
cies and Nonſence. Moreover, the. 
Goſpel Preachers muſt humbly dep " 
on the Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as Men ſubject to Error 
and Miftak as ſuch, they ought 
patiently to £55 their Hearers to 
examine their Doctrinal Aſſertions, 
without expecting their Aſſent, für- 
ther than their Aſſertions are roved 
by N or the We 0 r 
ſon. Kays 1511 
\ NEITHER « may ly WE a | 
Brand of Ulurparici, invent New 
Do&rines or Duties; coin New Terms 
of Communion of Saints, nor Rules for, 
or Parts of Divine Worſhip ; nor yet 
charge that to be Sin, which neit kr 
the Scriptures nor Light of Natur 
torbid. 


No other Reaſon for theſe Link 
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fations need be urged, tha chat theſe 
0 87 are peculiar to the Eminently 
ſpired Prophets; and can be war- 
fanted only by ſuch immediate Reve- 
lations, as conſtituted the Ditine Rule 
of Faith and Practice; Which Rule 
mult be violated by ſuch Additions, 
and the Tranſgreſſor becomes thereby 
Expoſed to that dreadful Curſe, / 


Man (ball add unto theſe ße 
Ga | that 


ſhall add unto him the Plagues 
are mrittes in this Book. 


10 aſpire at Immediate Revelations 
in Miniſterial Work, without deſigning 
ſuch Changes and Additions, to the 
Divine Eſtabliſhed. Rule is extreamly 
Vir; and to make theſe Changes 
nen without pretending to 

ch Reve bre the grolſcſt Ulfur- 


U fe © wp 
ek Happy Church ! if Humility 


ad always prevented both the Ex- 


2. MINI. 


h. 


2 
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2. MINISTERS muſt be qualified 
with Miniſterial Gifts, and called to 
this Office, Nn . 


THEIR Employment cannot be 
diſcharged without ſuitable Gifts : 
Can they reach what they under- 
ſtand not? How will they Divide 
the Word, who are not able to di- 
ſtinguiſh Truth from Error? How 
will they confute Gainſazers, who will 
be baffled in defending Fundamental 
Truths? Will they Declare the whole 
Counſel of God, who need to be cate- 
chis'd in the plaineſt Doctrines? Arg 
they apt to reach, who have not learned 
the firſt Principles of the Oracles of 
God, and are as bad at Perſwading 
as Inſtructing? Such Men can never 
be a Bleffing to rhe Church, 'who 
neither edifle others in Knowledge, 
nor eſtabliſn them in the true Faith, 
nor uſe apt Means to promote their 
Holineſs. . 
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f y 2 Tim. PT 24. Tit. 1. 9. 


— 


0 
* 1 


wy , 1 A l T , A 4 . — _—_ ways $5.4 te hh ci * * * = W 1. 
* of N 7 K " | We . * 99 , * 
- 
+ ' -- 
* 989 # + - * 
42 3 1 4 
37 
1 . 
- 


THE Serupalous are {ure to waver 
and be tormented, while their Doubts 
muſt be reſolved by Men ſo -unskill- 
ful; and to be miſled in Difficulties, 
when, ſolyed by Caſziſts of this kind. 
People may be pleaſed with their 
Noiſe and ſeeming Affection, until by 
ſome; better helps, they grow judici- 
ous enough to nauſeate them; or by 
Learning their Nonſence, become con- 
fident enough to aſcend the Palpit, 

as well as they, 'ballted 5% 

BY ſuch Unqualified Preachers the 

Waorſbip of God becomes contemptible, 
the. Souls of Men endanger'd, able 
Miniſters of unequal Lungs deſerted, 
itporing Meg to ſome pains. to 
learn; the Veneration due to the Of- 
fice,, and neceſſary to its good Effects, 
converted into profane Diſdain; and 
the Peace and Order of God's Houſe 
unavoidably broken and overturned. 


IHE muſt be ignorant of Satan's 
Devices, if they mean well, who 1 rve 
| | „4 „ uch 
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ſuch bad purpoles; and the worſt of 
Mea if they intend theſe, or other 
baſe Deſigns. Such Ambaſſadors 'diſho- 
nour our Bleſſed Lord, by their inca- - 
pacity to deliver his Meſſage ; and 
while they {ſtill continue Ignorant, 
have no reaſon to plead that Chriſt 
did chooſe. illiterate Tradeſmen to be 
Apoſtles ; for tho? he found them ſuch, 
they became Eminently accompliſhed; 
but neither theſe Men, nor their Pre- 
deceſſors are approved by ſuch a Mi- 
racle; nor have they Ground to ex- 
pect ſuch a Reward for their Pre- 


OUR Bleſſed: Lord intended no 
ſuch unfit Perſons for Gifts" to his 
Church; and the Office pretended to 
by ſuch is a Nulizy, tho” the moſt 


except they be fent? Rom: 10. 4. A 
7 Call 


* 
„ — 
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Call is requiſite, tho? not in that ex- 
l traordinary Way, peculiar to the firſt 
e Prophets: Chriſt hath taken 
more Care of his Name and Church, 
| than that Self-conceit, or the Opi- 
| nion of the Ignorant ſhould be the 
udge of Mens fitneſs ; or that Per. 
ſons out of. the Sacred Office ſhould 
_ inveſt; Men in it. It's enough, that 
the People judge what Miniſter is 
maoſt like to edifie them; it's too 
| much for them to determine, who is 
fit to be a Miniſter. ; or to convey the 
Office, which, by Divine Appoint- 
ment, is to be By the Laying on of the 
Hands af the Presbytery, 1 Tim. 4. 
14. The Welfare of the Church is 
rovided for, by , confining it to this 
dy, in, Bar both to ſuch who are 
leſs fit to judge of Qualifications, and 
more Careleſs. of the Honour of the 
—. as = ſuch, who form a 
epending; - Diſparity, by retence 
of an Higher Office, t an Chriſt 
diſcriminates from Presbyters ; by ei- 
ther Power, Honour, Work, or 


IT's i 


Name. 
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Tt true, al tralinable* . 
5, with Goſpel Deſigns and ſincere 
Piery, give Satisfaction of God's Call 
. to the Miniſter himſelf, but I mention 
- only, what falls otider the. Deciſion 
- | of others ; heartily wiſhing, that, nei 
| ther Ambition, meer dene ahi A 
t Livelyhood, ot Difecitertione with their 
8 owes Statiou, paſs not with many for 
0 an Inward Calt - eſpecially with. uch, 9 

$ who refuſe a Trlal by Impartial, "Able 

C 

e 


Miniſters, from à Sence of their « own 
Unfirnels. | 


. 1 HAVE beg ede on this > abt 
is from a Conviction, that it muſt prove 
is well or ill with the Church of Chriſt; 


as the Pulpit is r and Mun. 
ſters are qualific 


THESE Pro hets or „ 
W are al infralted, bel 


viledged, and encouraged 10 our Lord 
Jelus. 
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. THEY are PIES in God's Houſe *, 
they watch for Souls, and are Ru 
fer of Chriſt's Flock , they are 


Ambaſſadar's for Chriſt ||, his Special 


Preſence is with them (4), the Holy 
irit” breaths in, and works by their 
Nit fry ; they diſpence to Men. the 
true/t Bleſſings, and treat of the Higheſt 
Matters.” Whatever they duly *) 
Wee promiſe, cenſure_ or ſeal, 


Chriſt, ratisfies ; in Heaven, and in. due 


time will fully exeente. e. 
THEM are entitled to Honour 8 | 
and, Creditable Maintenance 
Chriſt is concerned for them, and, in 
the Treatment they meet with, ( 
holding Them in his Right Hand. They 
have Opportunity ta poſſeſs the Hag - 
Degrees of Glory (f). That Biciled 
Heaven will make amends for the Con- 
tempt,” Sufferings, Self-denial and Re- 
proach; to thay which they are. more 
mots ION. | expoled 


At 1. 7. + Heb. 13. 7, 17, 24. || 2 Cor. 5.19. 
Gut. 28. 20. (b) Mat. 16. 19. (c) 1 Tim. 5. 17. 
(4) 1 Cor. 9. 14. (e) Rev. 1. 16. () Dan. 12. 3. 
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txpoſed than others. Nor will the | 
*, | Greatneſs of their Account or Labour, 
4: | which require more than ordinary Solt- 
re | citouſbeſs be 4 15 at, if they are ad. 
4 judged faithful. 


ir IHAVE finiſhed the firſt Polut, . 
10 || The Subject or Prophets, including Goſ- 
# pel-Miniſters; it remains, I ſpeak of what 
ia my Text is ſaid concerning them. 
e NN 2. THESE Prophets do not live for 
ever, i. e. They do not always abide on 
this Earth, but their Souls are ſeparated 
from their Bodies; they are diſſalved 
and removed from this preſent State 
by Death, as well as others. Nor 
only the Falſe Propfiets dye, hut the 
true; who pleaded God's . Cauſe aud 
ſtood in his Secrer. If any might 'be 
exempted, it's theſe'; of whoſe" Num- 
ber were the only Two, that Were 
tranſlated; wiz. Enoch and Ellas, 
whoſe groſſer parts were refined, and 
Souls purified to a Meetneſs for the 
Life, Sights and Employs of the Hea- 
venly Regions. This was a Change 
| equal 
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equal to what they, who are found 
alixe at the Coming of Chriſt do un- 
dergo j and no low: Priyiledge to them, 
not only as it made the whole Perſon 
ſooner happy, but as it was leſs aw- 
ful, and ayerſe to Nature, than Se- 
paration. by Death, and the Rotten- 
nels, of the Gtave; and therefore 
ſeems; defired by the Apoſtle Paul, 
who expreileth a Regret at the Com- 
mon Death in his greateſt Longings 
for Glory ; when he ſaith, * Not 
that e would be uncloathed, but cloatbed 
POM. "i TI 


. the Sovereign Exception of 
theſe eo, Ihall not violate the Com- 
mon Rule: Othets, tho Prophets, 
muſt dye. Aged Samuel lives not 
always... You Ike they dye, yea, at 
Sorts gf hem expire and depart, The 
Grave , receives. the Royal Prophet 
David, and the Eloquent Prophet 
43 3 49; well as the Heraſman Amos. 


va” - * _*_ 
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Prayer ſecured the Lives of, thou- 
ſands, yet could nos. he . delay. his 
own Death till he entred Canaan. 
John the Baptiſt, tho' greater than a 
Prophet, lives not for ever. In this 
T ſure Peter hath. no Priorityrabove 
others. The Apoſtle Joha, tho by 
a Miſtake of Chriſt's Words, .reported 
to be immortal* , and lived fo long 
that his Co-evuals might be fixed in 
that Conceit, yet he is overcome by 
Death at laſt. St. Paul, tho carried 
up to Heaven while alive, muſt yet 
return and come down to dye. 


' WHERE's our publick- Spirited 
Dr. Auneſhy, our Penetrating Mr. Baxter, 


our Polite and Upright Dr. Bates? 
Among the Dead we have lodged 


| chem. And now we are recording, 


dead, is dead; yea, in a. ſhort un- 


certain time, it will be true of me, 
and the reſt of my Brethren, they are 
alſo Dead. ©" | 


n 
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above all others Prophets, and his 
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IT ay en needlels to dN 
what t with the Sun: beams, 
and experienced every Day, yet! ſhall 


IQHorce, it vy Twẽã ũ0ł Things. 


1. 7 HE Prophets are ſure to age, 
upon Reaſons Common to them with 
other Men, ; 048% 


-THESE are of the Lande I" 
make with others. “ Fra earthen 
Veſſels they be, notwithſtanding the tres. 


ſure they contain; Duſt weakly ce 


mented, their Life is Breath Tron 


ſtoppd a. thouſand Ways, ; F Angels 
by Office, but far from theſe] in Con- 


ſtitution; and God minds || Ezekiel 
amidſt his Seraphick Viſions, that be 


| wh ſtill A Son y Max: 


How EVER Eildowed: or Hebewech 
they are ſtill among the All (a), 
agfinſt whom a Sentence of Death 


is Paſt 3 2 have Sin attending them, 


'which 


1 > Cor: 4. 7. 7 n 2. 1. I Ezek, 2. 3 
(e) Heb. 9. 27. 


| | _ 
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which is the, Cauſe. of; Death, and 
frequent Harbingers of its Approach ʒ 
they are ſubject to Accidents com- 
mon to the moſt expoſed. This Earth 
ſince the Curſe, can no more be a 
Paradice to them, than to others; 
they need that Purgation by Death, 
which ſhall confume the Root of Sin: 
Nor will God always keep them from 
their Home and Reſt; Oh! Vain 
Man, that cannot realize a Thing ſo 
Sure as Death, and Earthly Man, that 
cannot get above an Jnordinate Love 
of Life. 


„* 


2. THEY are ſure to dye, from 
ſome Reaſons More pecaliar to them- 
ſelves, than to others. 


SEDENT ARINESS much , expo: 
ſeth them to Diſeaſes, Intenſe Exer- 
cile of Mind walts dees .Who- 
ever eſcape, the Rage of  Perſecutars 
takes hold of them. They are under 


Diſquietneſs of Spirit, and filled with 


Diſturbing Thoughts, by growing 
for | Errors, 


65 2 Kamera Wer mont, 
Errors, Diviſtons, * 10 
Reſiſtance of Sitners. 


THEIR Heirts are daily' eier 
by the unperſwadable Obſtinateneſs 
of their Heaters, Scandals of their 
People, and the Death of uleful In- 
ſtrumnents; and oft are they eaten up 

for the Houſe of God, and 
Grief at the Declenſion of © Chriſt's 
Inteſt in the World, as well as 
prefs'd down th their Cares and 
Lalours. ; 


IT's not ſeldom, that the Sins of 
the People kill their Miniſters, com- 
monly, as they forfeit their Lives by 
Uaprofitableneſs; and ſometimes (tho 
ſcarce ever in this Age) by too 
reat an Eſteem of them: Their great 
Labours alſo make Reſt the more ne- 

ceſſary, and ſhould theſe Owtlive a 
Capacity for Service, not only would 
their former Repute and Performan- 


fuch Danger to expoſe the Sacred Or- 


9 to Contempt, and to diſho- 
ente nou + 


ces be Ecclipſed, but there be fe in 


nour Religion ſo much as they. 


we all Within a ep, XD 7 Hee 


muſt not the L ie lay it to 


A en F 


we reflect on all theſe things, we may 


better wonder, that 4 live ſo 


long, than that they dye /o ſoon, as 
well as certainly. 


APPLICATION. 


THE Former Part affords Scope for 
many Practical Inferences, but this 
being a Funeral Diſcourſe, 1 ſhall con- 
fine my ſelf to the Luſt Part; vic. The 
Mortal, Dying State of Mioiſters. 
Sirs, We ſhall dye as certainly as 
any of you, our Breath is in our 
Noftrils, a Period will be ſoon put 
to our Labours a Opportugites, Q 
Service: It's not long before 0d 80 


We mult part, and. 7 7 Eyes 80 


no more in a preſent, State. Suxel 
this cannot be ſq 8 a Suse, 
as to afford no Inſtruction; ig's not 


ſo ſaint a Matter, 48 te excite. 
practical Thoughts. Wi = 


Us. Are ſo. many: pa rg * 


py 
If : 


ar in Lou or 


N 
| 
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Living Miniſters and Living People 
too! E * Wis? 5 , 
I SHALL therefore Apply my ſelf 
in ſundry- Exhortations. 


1. TO Miniſters. | 

2. TO our Hearers in General. 
3. TO. Tow of this Congregation in 
Particular. | 


Exhort. 1. TO Miniſters : And this 
ſhalt be, (1.) With reſpect to Suc- 
ceſſors. (2.) To your People. (3.) To 


Jour Selves. 


Exhort. 1. 70 Miniſters of the 
Golſpel. as: 

IIS Text ſpeaks aloud to You, 
God gives Warning that your End 
will come: Oh! how happy were it 
that all our Labours, and Behaviour 
did expreſs a lively Sence, and conſtant 
becoming Impreſſions of it! Did we 
perform and contrive all with Death 
in our Eye, right and great Ends 
would be ſtill deſigned; and Care, 
Vigor and Solicitouſneſs would be 
* excited 


ple 


ſelf | 


in 


beleech you, Perf 
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excited for effecting thoſe Ends. You 
ſhall Certainly dye, and that ſoon, and 
for ought you know, ſuddenly : Oh! 
then matiage your ſelves accordingly. 
(1.) WITH reſpef# to Succeſſors in 
your Work : Be concerned to raiſe up 


and improve ſuch, as may fill up 


your places, when you are remove 

Aged Paul cultivated Young Timothy, 
a he took Care of a Succeſſion, 
For this cauſe I left thee in Crete, Kc. 
to ordain Elders in every City *. As 
you would not ſuffer the Intereſt of 
Chriſt to dye with you, nor let the 
following Age be deſtitute of Helps 
to their Salvation; be ſolicitous that 
ſuch Helps be provided, who may 


propagate Religion and defend the 


Truth, when your Service is at a 
period. That Selfiſhneſs were devi- 
liſp, as would be pleaſed to have Po- 
ſterity mourn over you; as tlie laſt 

Miniſters employed to ſave Sinners. 

TO. avoid all Suſpi 2 of this, I 
TLouth of 
jc | "Parts 


* Titus 1. 5. - — 7-5 
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Parts and Probity, to fit themſelves 
tor Goſpel Work; yield them, all Affi 
ſtance to enter upon it when quali 
ſied (yet with Care to Lay Hands 
fo. ſadaenly on none, who may endanger 
the Church by Errors, Ignorance Or 
Scandal) impart to ſuch hopeful In- 
ſtructed Perſons, the Effects of your 
Experience, by Warning them againſt 
Snares, directing them in their Stu. 
dies, fortifying them againſt all Aſ- 
ſaults they may meet with; ſupply- 
ing their unacquainted Minds with 
Advice, how they may prove moſt 
Univerſal, Succeſsful and Significant 
Bleſſings in their Generations. 
As an Inſtance of your ſincere 
Deſire, to bave the Work of Chriſt 
proſper when you -are dead ; Look 
to your Spirits, that you who are 
Aged envy not the Tounger Miniſters ; 
but chearfully encourage them as the 
Hopes of the Rifing Ages. Youth 
affords them ſome Advantages,beyond 
- thoſe of your declining years; be 
5 3 8 truly 


32 
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u 1 Tim. 5, 22. 
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truly pleaſed therewith, as far as they _ 


contribute to greater Service; if their 
Gifts exceed yours rejoyce in all ſuch 
Preſages, that Religion will flouriſh. 
when you can no longer ſerve it. 
II's as much your Duty to delight 
in, and promote the Uſefulneſs and 


Acceptation of Young. Miniſters; as 


it's their Duty to Honour you, for 
tranſmitting the Goſpel to them, by 
your Labours and Suffexings, When 
they were incapable of yielding any 
Advantage to it. 
IE they D#/pi/e you, they conſider 
not that you ſpent your Vigorons 
Youth in Faithful Servicezoor that they 
will find Decays and Unealinefles 


| when they grow Aged: On the other 


Hand, for you to envy and diſcourage 
them, would argue, not only a For- 
getfulneſs of the Encouragements you 
expected, and the Allowances you 
needed in your Younger Years. ;\ but 
alſo diſcover that in your Old Age 7 
you are concerned for your on Cregit, 
more than fer the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
or the Welfare of the Church. 28 ＋ 
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8. WITH reſpett to the' People 
Carry it in all things ro them, as 


Perſons You muſt ſhortly leave Do for 
them and contribute to their Eternal 
Welfare, what you can without De- 
lay. St. Peter was ſtill careful to im- 
prove the Churches, from a Sence 
of his own dying State; and to fix 
thoſe Truths in them, which might 
be profitable after his Deceaſe : 2 Pez. 
1. 13, 14. 15. 1 think it meet, as long 
4 1 am iu this Tabernacle, ts ſtir you 
up by putting you in remembrance, & c. 


K now: that ſhortly I muſt put off 
this Ts 5 ich 


| rnacle, ; 
IF you  with-hold Reproof from 
Offenders, you may dye before you 
have an Opportunity to apply it; 
and ſo they periſh in their Sins, with- 
out poſſibility of being awakened, or 
reformed in your Days : Therefore 
rebuke and warn them, in the Firf 
Seaſon which is offer'd ; for as Future 
Time hath its own Work, ſo you are 
not ſure of that Time, to repair your 
preſent Omiſſions. Be in Conſtant 
Travail to get Chriſt formed in dead 


A 


= ee 
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Sinners, and purſue this as Men who 
conſider, that if you are long unſuc- 
ceſstul, Tau ſhall never prevail with 
the m ke e 
WHEN you purpoſe to benefit 
any Soul, engage therein with ſuch 
Thoughts, Here is one I cannot many 
Years be ulcful to, if he long wander 
I ſhall not recover him; what Help 
I can give for his Eſtabliſhment or 
Comfort, he mult Soon improve or 
remain as he is. It will be vain on 
a Death - bed, to lament over the State 
of any neglected Soul, let his Miſery 
be never ſo great or dangerous; when 
you mig ht have done them good, then 
you would not; will be a very bitter 
Reflection. 

HAVE you not Pity cn00g for 
Souls that you pretend to love? then 
look what a diſtreſſed State you are 
like to leave them in, and ask your 
ſelves; Am I content to depart while 
they be Slaves to the Devil, Enemies 
to Chrilt, and Self deſtroyers? Look 
among your Hearers, Conſider your 
on Families, and Examine the Caſe 
Þ.; h "= 
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| of your Friends. and do none offer 
theinſelves to your View, whoſe Caſe 
needs to be greatly alter d; ſome ig 
norant, ſome ſecure, or back(lidden ; 
others weak in Grace; or -under fihk- 
ing Doubts, unſtable and erroneons, 
the Condition of each preſſeth hard 
for Relief: Can you endure to think 
of entring into Eternity, before thoſe 
be inſtructed and converted; and the 
others more improved, comforted and 
eſtabliſhed. If you cannot be willing 
to chis, attempt their Amendment 
preſently; that you may have a Hand 
in their Relief, and the Comfort of 
beholding? a Change in their State 
before you dye. ut 
II you 15 been too unde ed 
"To Matters ſtand with People for 
another World; bew ail your Diſre- 
2 and be more affected with, and 
citous about their Happineſs; for 
3 — all becomes dying Mini- 
ſters, in what concerneth the Salva» 
tion of dying Souls. St. Paul judg'd 
the Benefit of the Philippians,” worth 


a — his Entrance into "oP 
tho 


/ 


needleſly delay entring into the Mi- 


A mee Sermon, d,, 
tho” aſſured of ir; Phil. l. 2% Ves, 


could even wiſh himſelf Acrurſei from 


Chrift, ' to have his Niſmen ſdved: 
Rom. 9. 3. And is the Worth of a 


Soul abated in our Days, and the Sal. 


vation thereof ſo leſsned in Value, 
that we can be ſo unconcerned where 
Kindneſs is profeſſed; and Duty doth 
oblige ? Shew your own Belief of un- 
ſeen Things, by ſuddenly helping all 
thoſe to final Safety, whoſe' Welfare 
you deſire. — 0 Abet 
(3.) WITH reßpect to your ſelves, 
both as to your Traſt and Perſoual State. 
AS qualified Towns Men ſhould not 


niſtry, becauſe Time for Service may 
be ſhorter than they imagine; ſo they 
who are engaged in this Work, ought 


* 


to govern themſelves, as Tender, 


Mortal Perſons. OW 

1 SHALL not inſiſt on ſuch Rules 
of meer Prudence as theſe. Neglect 
not your Health ſo as either tochaſten 


your End, or to indiſpoſe you for 


Service before * are removed zu the 
Former will imbitter Death, and the 
TREE Later 
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Larter will make Life grievous as far 
as you axe acceſſory thereto, Nei- 
ther be {ſo Cateleſs of your Families, 
as by Waſte or Improvidence to expoſe 
them to Beggery; for you ſhould conſi- 
der their Subſiſtance generally depends 
on your Lives, which are frail and ſhort; 
and you of all Men ſhould not ſeem 
Worſe thin Infidels, in not providing 
for them. Nor yet, ſhould your At- 
fairs de unſettled, if you have any 
thing to diſpoſed of by il; tor Mi- 
niſters who muſt not live alvays, may 
dye as Suddenly as other Men. But 
my Deſign is to Exhort you, to what 
refers to your Diſcharge of your 
Tnuſt, aud ſecuring the State of your 
own Souls; and both under a Lively 
Proſpeck of your Asproacbing End. 
1. BE Diligent and Vigorous in your 
Place, as knowing you will dye foon. _ 
/TRIELE not in your dy, if you 
would acquire a Conſiderable. Stock 
of Knowledge. Waſte not Time, 
or elſe deſpair of being great Proh- 
cient, and eminently fitted for your 
Work, Such as are Joung, have the 
Wa Seaſon 


„ 1 N 


Seaſon' of Laying up a Stock to ſpend, 
when the Employs and Hurries of a 
greater Age will much divert them; 
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and the Eldeſt have ſuch» room for 


Improvement, that no Hour ſhould 
be idly ſpent, nor any Means be ſleight- 
lily applied tio. 010 

[ WISH none were Wortmen who 
need be aſhamed, 2 Tim. 2. 15. yet ſüch 
will they continue always, wWhoſquan- 
der Time, and are as Remis in the 
Means of Profit, as if they were ſure 


to live for ever. But they who are 


Miniſters have a Great Truſt committed 
to them, even the Souls of many 
Perſons, and the Intereſt of,Chriſt in 
their Day and Place. Vou Have hard 


Work, and therefore be eafneſt and 
reſolved; you have much Work, there. 
tore be induſtrious and diligent and . 


that you may neglect neither the one | 


or other, always Meditate that the 
Seaſon of Working is fixed, and of 
ſhort Duration, Our Lord gives us 
an Example, I work while it i Day, 
for the Night eometh wherets''no Man 
can wor, John 9. 4. Be would ne- 


glect 


N 


53 4 Funtral-Sermon, 
glect no Minute of the Day, tho“ he 
could do much in a little Time. 

OU may outlive your Liberty, you 


may. outlive your Health and Abili - 


ties for Service; but be aſſured, Death 
muſt put a full ſtop to all your Op- 
portunities of Labour; What thy hand 
ſindeth ta do, do it mu all thy — 

for there i 19 working, nor device, nor 
wide in the Grave, whither thou art 
going; Eccleſ. 9. 10. A View of an 
| neon World would excite: all the 
Powers of our Souls, and can we re- 
fuſe to look into that, when we are 
ſo Near it; or coldly plead with Sin- 
nets, While Heaven for Hell are pre- 
ſear and plain to our Eyes? We deal 
in Matters of the higheſt Wature, 
even Things Divine and Eternal. We 
treat of things of the greateſt. Conſe- 


quence, no: leſs than the Everlaſting 


ife and Death of Souls. We purſue 
Deſigns which are moſt difficult to be 
effected, opening the Eyes of the Blind, 
raiſing the Dead, pulling down Satans 
Kingdom,ereCting the Throne of Chriſt, 
[7 all this againſt a degenerate. Na- 
ture, 


a i 4 0 * * 
— 7 4 8 7 
— 3 z - 7 * CEP b 
4 = 
- 
- 


: 7 : ; 299 ö n a l ** 
\ - 8 1 wy ; G 
1 p 
0 * wo 


rote, a e ind: roam Twp: 
ter, and a World full of Diverſions 
and Snares. How then can we loyter 
or be femiſs? without Aſſiduity and 
a Fervent Spirit, our Bufinels ars 
to be miſtaken, and Hope of Succeſs 


is very ungrounded. Paſt Unſueceſs- 


fulneſs might convince us with what 
Difficulty, and how ſlowly our Work 
doth proſper; what Fruit then can 


you reckon on, if you triflle away the 
few remaining Sands, or be remiſs 


and indifferent in your nn 
ces. 

2. Be Faithful in "das Offite;. a. 2 
ſure to give an => 8 ere 
long. | > H 
Is a firice- Account we are to 
give for others, as well as ſor our 
telves ; and the Event will be Extra- 


ordinary, be it Reward or Vengeance. 


Tremble therefore at the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion, that God will then Require ie 
Blood of an oft Sinner at your Hand; 


Ezek. 3. 18. He will be found the 


Wiſeſt Miniſter, who can day: with 


Pak Jam pure from the Blood df A 


Men, 


: 
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Men, Acts 20. 26. But this it's im- 
poſſible to be, if you ſpare due Re- 
proof for fear of Offending ſome kind 
Bene factor; When you avoid a clole, 
ſearching, importunate Miniſtry, to 
pleaſe the Secure; you deſtroy your 
ſelves and them. It you pluck not 
Sinners as Brands out of the Burning, 
you will ſtand guilty of their remain- 
ing Miſerable ; and your not Compelling 
them to come in, will be imputed to 
you, as if you had kept them our, 
Take heed that you ſpeak not Peace 
to ſuch, upon whom Deftrudtion. is 
coming; every Wound you Slejghtly 
| heal will prove your own Hurt. 
A Conniveance at any Fault, ſilence 
under dangerous Symptoms, a Neglect 
of Subjeds that would more edifie, 
and ſupetficialneſs in applying proper 
Truths; will be charged on you, as 
down. right Treachery to Souls, Perfidi- 
oulneſsto Chriſt and Perjury againſt 


your Ordination Vom. 


| AND-the fache Accuſarion will lye 


againſt you, if you miſapply or ne- 
glect Church Cenſures; yea, ot if you 
aan con. 


S 
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condive-4t [growing :Errorsp207-ſuffty! 


. Þ aoy. Trvcht df Chriſt to be crampled! 

oa by your bafei Cowardibe 5 or co 

4 ply. with ſinful. Impoſitions, or deſert 

> | your Works or- knowingly quit che 

r © Intereſts; uf Redeemer:ãn oy Point. 

t It is reQuired 0 Srematils rat a Man 

„be faithful, Gor. 4. 2. Nou are ap- 

pointed by Chriſt Stewards in Hi“? 

„Church, and very ſhortiy you Heat 

> | thatawakenipg Peal, G- ue an Account df. 

„ thy: Stewardſhip; how nearly doth it con. 

e cera you to carry it ſo in all reſpects, 

that you may be approved faithfubb 7 

„that Judge, Who is acquainted withs 
all your Hearts and Ways? Tou are" 

e Warned, Take heed to thy Miniſtry that 

bos baft received in the Lord, that thou 

2 fi alf 4 iCal. 4. 17. Let no part be 

r neglected at any time, and in all yb́·] 

s Adminiſtrations approve 2 your: ſelyes- 

i. to God, and to your own Conſciences 3. 

if theſe. Condemm you as falſe and de! 
ceitful, the, flattering your ſelves, and 

e being applauded by others will avail! 

„vou nothing. Seek not co pleaſe Men 

a - 


to their Hurt, but benefu them to ther 
hog — wr _ 
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1 + pom zu the laſt will hereafter 


blels you, when the firft ſhall curſe 


ve. bath heartily accepted Chriſt's 
allotted H/ork; and ate well contented 
with Chriſt 's promiſed Aſſiſtances and 


Rewards ; and therefore your Fidelity 
e you had to 


influenced the little Ti 
—— if oy be ſure your Acceptance 
ubed, and your Reward 


Eſteem with Men. 


v3) LE u to Selfiſh Purpoſes, 


nor be in chaſe! of baſe Deſiens, which 


2 {7 yr wth Laber 2 fe 0 fem 
Tears. 


Wu are fallen into an Age, where · 


— e his on things, = 


| (Lie few) the th 
Chri, Phil. 2. 21. A Temper i ar b. 


Mas, 2 it's 
re >- 


with a Ci n, eee te he is bought 
by, and Self-dedicated to the Lord 
Jeſus: But ic's moſt abominable in a 
_ not only a his Dedication 


and 


oy. Let it be manifeſt, that yo 


— to your fanhful Endes 
um, and not to your Succeſs or 


ainſt 
agrees far leſs 


1 . Wis ud r e . eee oo 


we 
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and Vow are ſolemnly renewed ; but 
as it is a Dire& Profanation of, and 
Contradiction to the whole of his Ja- 
cred Office. Here's an Ambaſſador 
who chiefly runs on his own Errand ; 
to the Neglect of the Meſſage out 
King ſends him on. Behold a Steward 
of Chriſt's Houſe, but moſtly ſolici 
tous aud employ'd about his own little 
Affairs; a Watchmas who ſeldom looks 
beyond his'own Cottage. Chriſt hath 
inveſted him with Honour and Power 
for publick Service, and theſe he Pro- 
ſtitutes to the Service of a Carnal 
OH ! bethink you, Havel no greater 
Things to mind, and /4rer Things to 
purſue than Vain Glory, Man-pleating 
or perifhiing Riches ? Shall the Hononr 
of Chrift;and che Souls of Men be —.— 
poned, or a pretence of ferving thefe, be 
made Utfe bf to facht Servile urpoſes ? 
Is it not an Abominatioa to Chriſf, 
when he beholds me geglecting his 
Work for theſe \? or accommodating 
my Labour in his Work, to the Ob- 
taining of theſe ? Hath Chriſt called, 
G 2 qua- 
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qualified, entruſted, and priviledged 
= as a Miniſter, to bk Ages 1 
ſelfiſh Trade,; and make all Sacred 
Things a Stepping block to my own 
Adyancemenz ? This is worſe chan 
primitive Soy, for it's a {ling the 
Hobel Things; for Money or Ap- 
plauſe. But while you drive ſuch 
Bargains, do you think how ſhort a 
While you ſhall enjoy the Benefit of 
them; and how little they will fig- 
nifie to your Happineſs in another 
en e 
BE ſo wiſe, as not to ſuffer the 
Noiſe of thy petty Projects, to ſtop 
thy Ears againſt the e ſinking 
Souls; or the Claim which the 
Churches Intereſt hath to be pre- 
ferr'd; and know, that what the Public 
ſuffers by thy 1 Traffick, will 
make thee at laſt, a far greater Looſer, 
5 all thy Gettings can counter- 
vail. | Oy 

© (4.) BELIEVE and Obey the Goſpel 
mich gon diſpence, as thoſe whoſe Eſtate 
Aten Death depends thereon, as much 
45 others. 2 3 1 


1 9 


* e 84 


Ao AP Ii 0500 0.60. 


„ TO OO WY, 50D 


— ”T 


nm 


Auer u. 85 

A BELIEF of the Goſpel is not 
only Neceſfary to make you warm, 
earneſt and diligent im your Preach. 
ing to others, but it is neceſſary to 
the Salvation of your Own Soals ; but 
remember, an Aſſent which is un- 
available to thy penitent Return to 
God, and ſincere Acceptanee of an 
Entire Saviour, can no more ſave, 
than a meer Truſt or berſwaſion ex. 
cluſive of thoſe. Therefore be earneſt 
for a ſhare in Covenant Mercy, and 
be ſolicirous to clear thy Title thereto, 
by the Grace to which it's promiſed. 
It were ſtrange | Blindneſs to think, 
thou canſt get to Heaven by an eaſier 
Way than the Common People; when 
the Rule of thy Judgment is in ſome 
reſpects wore firict; And it's ſtrange 
Cruelty to thy ſelf, to be earneſt for 
the Salvation of others, and neglect 
thy own. © St. Paul exereiſeth ſo much 
Rational *Self* love, as to prevent his 
o, Cn Damnation, as carefully as thut 
of others; I keep my Body under, leuſt 

7 


when I hade preache d fo bot hes, 4 


ſelf ſhould'be 4 caſt away; 1 Cor. 9 of 
by G 


: Yea, 


— 


56 AJ Fanaral Herman. 
Jea, it's part of his Meaning, 
his Preaching to others 1 2 
vate his Miſery, if be prov'd'a 
probate. Nor can it be leis, if we 
conſider that all the Warnings: and 
Pleadings we uſed to others, will 
teſtifie againſt our Unperſwadableneſs. 
Every Mark of Grace we propoſed 
to others, muſt reproach us, that it 
Was not uſed in the Examining our 
ſelves; and each Directian we gave 
others, will witneſs againſt c for not 
3 22 What, Matter will 
auſcie nce find for gnawing Torments, 
when it reflects, that, wy lied is 
the Sins we ſo. oft declared the Evil 
and Danger of ? We were Careleſs, 
when we ſtill minded others to be 
diligent ; we omitted the Duties, we 
ſo frequently perſwaded others to 
perform ; thoſe very Svares and Dap: 
| we warned others to avoid, we 
ecurely fell into our ſelves ; we took 
up with the very Hopes, which we 
foretold others would prove falſe and 
vain; aud at laſt periſhed, not with- 
ſtanding we had preached thoſe I men 
[Es 7 BF 


that 
ra- 
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* by which others were convi 


ver conſidered and appli i wy 4 — 
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regenerated, ' and made to ner 
unto Salvation. % 
WHAT Folly can be ſo unc- 
countable ? as ro commend Heaven 
ſo highly and yet to miſs of it 
Sloth, or for a baſe Idol; to ſet for 
Hell as ſo terrible, and yet to fall 
into it for the Love of a Bruitiſh ox 
Deviliſh Luſt. To offer Chriſ ſa 
importunately to thy Neighbours, as 
ſo needful; uſeful, amiable and ſaffi- 
cient ; and yet to refuſe him thy. 
ſelf, as of no Uſe or Value, 
IT's s very ſad, we ſhould be found 
to have ſtudied the Gofpel, only for 
a Livelyhood is thu World; and ne- 


Means of Eternal Life in 
ture World. Surely Iuſelity 
be the Cauſe, that we ſhould 
vp with this Earth; as Reward for 
helping others to Heaven: Or, dowe 
vainly dream, that Miniſters ſhall 
have a State of Trial grer they are 
dead r that we dare en 
Life ſo * for Happineſs) and 
G 4 marked 


36 2 — Semen 
marked. for Deſtruction by that very 
Raule, we allure the World all others 
_ ſhall be judged b. 
BIT I beleech you to ber ſeid6us 
and, intent. 70 fave your: ſeives as 
as thaſe that hear vo; Apply the 
Joe of Truthsito-your-own Souls : 
When you beg Grace for others, for- 
get not your ſelves; and remember 
your - Own Concern in that Way of 
Salvation you teach your Hearers. 
5.) BE patient and reſolved: under al 
Jour Haraſbips, as knowing pan ſhall be 
delivered from ne and poſſeſſed of Eter: 
hal: Glory. t3lt $ bat VA9W «< 5 : 
20BV this [Argament the former Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, compoſed their Minds 
under their heavy Sufferings, and re- 
cover'd freſn: Vigor of Spiritofor their 
Work, when almoſt ſunk with La- 


baun. Fer which: cauſe me. faint not, 


but. ibo our Out ward Man 


uſb, our 


Inward Mam is renemed day bom: For 


aur light Aſfliction which; is but for 4 
moment, worketh for us an Eternal Weight 

gary 2 Cor. 4 16,17. Heavy 
Wark and; it Service were 


boni but 
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but for a Moment, tho 2s long as 
they hoped to live; and alſo ſoon 
to be exchanged 4oto a Glory, which 
ſhould always laſt and far Outweigh 
their Preſſures; yet far from being 
burthenſome. A ſhort Life and that 
which is Eternal, makes a great Dif. 
ference in the Good that any Man 
enjoys, and in the Evil that he ſuffers; 


but when the Good is great, and 


Eternally to be enjoy'd, in the room 
of Moment any Hardſhips; we have 
good Reaſon chearfully to undergo 
our ſoreſt Afflictions, and feaſſume 
our hardeſt Work. Therefore filence 
your Complaints, and relieve your 
Wearineſs by this Thought, the Eve- 
ning of this irkfome Day is gear, a 
full. Period to all that ſeems irkſome 
will pre ſently be ſet, and then will 
commence the Morning of that plea- 


lant felicitating Day, which can ever 


end ; a Day wherein our Labours 
will be fully rewarded; and our Tribu- 
lation not be remembted;; except 
with Joy, that we were called to 
bear them. | 7601 vor 10 

1240 2. J 
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2. 1 SHALL apply this to ſuch, a 
be our Hearers in General: You who 
attend our Adminiſtrations and fre- 
quent thoſe Aſſemblies, wherein Mi. 
niſters ſpend themſelves ; have much 


Duty to learn from this Subject: 


But I ſhall confine my ſelf to four 
Exhortations. e TO 
(1.) IMPROVE by u, as by Men 
wheſe Breath will ſoon be ſtopped ; Get 
all the Good by us that's poſſible, 
and that without Delay ; for if you 
long abide unconverted, we mult leave 
you fo.:; If you much longer conti- 
nue Weaklings in Grace and Com- 
fort, we ſhall be capable of yielding 
no further Helps for your Edifica- 
tion; let your Need and our Deſires 
be never ſo great. Ns 
BE intent to profit in Knowledge 
and Holineſs, for Ou, Days are num - 
bred; and when that Period comes, 
you can no longer have us to admo- 


niſh you of your Faults, warn you 


of you Danger, direct your to your 
LL Duties, 


WET += ol £Ac-= _— 1 as wo W . Sit —— 


with yon; It will be your -Lols to 
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Duties, perſwade yoo to 5 Obedience, 


or ſolve your Doubtss 
OH! Then make not Our Death- 
bed unealie, or Jour own Cale deſpe- 
rate; by giving us bitter Reflections, 
that we leave you Slaves to Satan, 
and the World, and the Fleſh; after 
all we have done, or Hereafter, can 
do to reclaim you; you are not ſure 
of more probable Helps, at leaſt you 
may be certain, your Profit yol get 
by us muſt be ſoon. or never. And 
= your further Excitement, Conſi- 
P 
1. WHEN we dye, we ſhall give 
an Account of our Pains and Succels 


ive in our Complaints againſt you, 

J left them as barren and unperiwa- 
dable as I found them, but that 
Crown is yours if we have ſucceeded; 
Heb. 1g. 17. You ſhall be happy, 
and we ſhall with Joy declare, they 
received and ſavingly felt the Truth. 
2. THE Word remains. in God's 
Regiſter, tho we be dead; No Ser- 
man will be forgettev, all wil be 
re- 


2 _ n 
re You muſt account for all 
our Pains, and Pleadings, our Warn- 
ings, Ditections and Counſels ; They 
Pat, Know: there Was a Prophet amon; 
them, Ezck. 2. 5. Our Words ſhall 
not Kalle ke the Ground as quite loft, 


My Word ſball not return in vain, Ila. 


55. 11. and know, that as the Pro. 
phetick Word died not with the Pro. 
phe ſo its Effects will be of the 
gelt Nature; 3 viz. Salvation or 
9 5. 1 to you : It ſhould 
ſtartſe you to think, that as ſhort 38 
our Lives be, We, are t ou 4 Savour 
of Life or Death. 
Wn 6+. ADMIT. at Bear BY our 
Fach. b aud Plaitineſs : You ' can. 
not ene , that we who are on the 
Borders of Eternity. dare trifle to 
5 your Vain Fancy, or flatter 
WAY your Humour; or daub 
palliate to Avoid your Diſplea- 
151 ain | 2 
WERE we to live always here, 
we might be more "eafily tempted to 
conſult your Pleaſure in what we ſay; 
bur when we conſider; that both pow 
an 
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bh ry wo ow.” 


ft you, tho” it ſhould diſpleaſe; an 


{Omar Mermow 35. 
and, We are haſtening into .& Work, a 
of Spirits, we muſt venture to Pro.” 
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be uſeful to Jour Souls and true. 19; 
our own, tho? your. Kindneſs, ag, 
be abated for it. In another , Warld, 
you would curſe us, and we.condema. 
our. ves if by Flattery, .Fear or- 
Fondneſs; we ſhould contribute to. 
your Damnation. 1 

(6% DO nar” haſten the De 5 of, 


your Prophets : They. will dye, ſoon. 
enough: Your, great Bleſhngs. are 
removed, when they are thralk put, 
of the World; contribute not to it 
by Unkindneſs, driye them not . 


* 
1 1 


by Grief, by Unperſwadableneſg, I 
vilions, 'or Reproaches -( hel are 
frequently Heart-breaxs) nor yet. 
ſtarye, them and their Families, by., 


your Penuriouſheſs. 3 


| iir Dae en I600 03d 
God would put his tears into hi Boegles, .. 
Plal. 48. 8. Tou have but. a hort 
a1 i iis MESSE # 7 ” SIE DILL £5 ow & 
Time to expreſs your, Kindneſs, and, 
that may be ſhortned by your. pro- 
voking God to remove them; or by; 
Ks your 


4 * Wet Prey 
your diſturbin them to ſuch àn Agi. 
tation of Mind, as may baften rheir 
Death. Bur know, as they deſerve 
better at your Hands, ſo the Calmer 
their, Returns may be, this Beer and 
ſudddener will be God's Teftimony 
againſt you in their Vindication, 

(4. EXPECT and Prepare for your 
own Nuß If the Prophet is not to 
live for ever, beſure, the Gentleman 
or Tradeſman ſhalt nat do ſo: Canſt 


thou who art drowned in Worldfy 


Cares Took to be fpared, when the 
moſt ufeful Men muſt dye ? Is thy 
Service to a Common Good, or, thy 
Firnefs. for it, equal to many deat 
Prophets; whofe Bodies are Meat for 
Worms long ſince? God who values 

Men and their Ejves by 1 A 
will not be more tender of t 


Tree than the Green, When lie ar. 
reſts by Death, thoſe who ſpend and 


are Vent for the Good of Souls; 
_ he'll make leſs of Cutting thee down, 
who either cumbereſt the Ground, 
or art leſs ſignificant to the Pub. 


lick, 
a on ! 
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on,” 
OH ! Therefore learn to dye, by 
Dying aaily, be and do what you 
would wifh your ſelves to have been 
and done, when on a Death-bed, Get 
into a ſtate, which God's Goſpel- 


” i 5 oy 
. 6.4 A, 266" Y 25 7 4 4 oe 8 * 
14 4 4 * 
E 


Covenant fecures, ; See your Hopes. 
be fuch, as the nearneſs of Eternal 
Objects cannot ſhake, When by their 
nearneſs they ſhall awaken thee :. 
Carry it ſo, as n t to be - d at. 
Chriſt's Coming; 1 John 2, 28. Bulie- 


„ 


your {elves to lay up, what will prove. _ 
Treuſures in another World; and take 
not up with, nor lay out your prime 
Thoughts and Strength on, What 
you muſt leave and be diſappointed. 


by. 


Latter. 


* * 
% 
: o 


IN a Word, never think your 
Title to Eternal Life can be too 
clear; and be you always intent, to 
improve your Meetneſs for Heavens 
Emoyments and Employs; that ſo 
you may be ſuited, to find Felicity 
in the Former, and Pleafure in the 
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to be. of Greater 


Men; and therefore his Death 18, a 
Greate . lagication of Axger, thao. if | 
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whom fo Mipiſters, have hen [27 


Way, in ſo, Little tame... 0 . 

* 4 BE aw awakened; ang, Jumble, 40 45 
4 Divine 27 pleaſur # Infancy by, 
4 Death of . Jour . 3 Our Des 

aſed Brother is taken away in an 
Age, fit forthe Labour . Fe Veats, 


aud het advantage 1105 Experlence, 
ls khan Younger 


be hag beea either, too Aged or, Raw 
for Service: : Tho' I. have nothing to 


lay to your Charge, yet I call you 


to make- Eaquiry what God reproves. 


Believe it, the Death of Miniſters of 


Years adapted to Publick 90g, is no 


ſchall J ment in it ſel and v 
often 4 1225 A Ward 


to fees,” driglit L Light, extinguiſh 


this Dar k World ? A. Praying Pet on. 
| taken away, When 


ins cry aloud 
and fore 4 


Land. What's a Stroak ? if it be 
none to have ſuch a One removed, 
3 Who 


e of greater. Is it not 
85 pg 60 aß 


Jadginents threaten , this 
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who knowing the State of your Souls; 
could adapt his Exhortations to it: 
You mult feel it a Calamity that you 
ſhall ſee him no more, by whom God 
communicated his Grace and Com- 
fort to your Souls; it muſt be a dole-' 
ful Complaint, I ſhall be no more 
war med by him, who oft kindled in 
me an Holy Fire; I ſhall leatu no 
more of him, who by the Bleſſing of 
Chriſt, oft conveyed to me a Saving 
Light; he ſhall not again rouze me 
out of a Secure Frame, ſatisfy my 
perplexing Doubts, or reduce me from 
thole Wandrings which tended to 
my Ruine. You who were converted 
by his Labours, need not be taught 
to cry, My Father, my Father, to m 
Unſpcakable* Loſs and Grief, is dead. 
As to the Preſage, The Righteous are 
generally Taten away from the Evil t 
come. : Sirs, It is coming, it will be 
fore. All can perceive, that Way is made 
for Wolves among Stragling Sheep, 
when Shepherds are called hence, &. 


| I 1 1 : CL 0 £351 122 5 

(2.) BE not a Reproach to your; De- 

ceaſed Prophets after; their Deceaſe* 
H $ Should 


82 Funeral Sermon 
Should yon be giddy, ſhould you 
backſlide, their Care and Skill would 
be ſuhjeti to challenge; as if they had 
not eſtabliſned your Minds, | by their 
Miniſtry and Example. Let their 
Name be made precious by your 

Soundneſs, Stability, Religious Walk, 
and Fruitfulneſs in every Good Work. 

(.) Tremble leaſt they witneſs ag ainſt 
any 'of : you : a. 49. 4. Many will be 
their Joy and Crown in the Great 

Day, ſee that all be ſuch : For it 

will be dreadful; that they who loved 

vou as their own Souls; ſhould give 

a Teſtimony, that ſhall render your 

Aggravated Condemnation juſt: They 

will honour the Sentence of Chriſt, 

even againſt y-osßß. 
(4.) BE careful in the Choite f 4 

Sucreſſor: Adore the Goodneſs of God, 

that your Loſs may be tolerably re- 

pair'd; ſo that ye nced not be long 
as Sheep witluut 4 Shepherd. I am 
thankful to God, you are neither in- 

different about a Supply, nor fo Nice If h. 

and Captious, as no Man can pleaſe P 

you, Who is molt likely to profit you. A I fr, 

Diſtemper too common in our On H 
Sole | al 
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and will bring fatal Conſequences. 


ALL the Advice I would give you - 


u 

d 

d is, Be Unanimous, as hath hitherto 
r been your Praiſe 3 and propoſe your 
ir Tray Spiritual Eaification, as that 
r vou would have him whom you call, 
„ moſt fitted to ſubſerve. He that can 
moſt affiſt you to be ſaſe in Reach. 
ting, and moſt Meet to enter into 
e' Heaven, will be your ſureſt and higheſt 
t Bleſſing. Niceties and Triflings will 
it Wl yield bas little Pleaſure, when you 
d come upon the Borders of another 
World ; theſe Pm ſure, were not ap- 
provid by either of your former Pa- 
ſtors, While they lived in this. 


ISH ALL Conclude with ſome As. | 
count of him lately Deceaſed; and 
be the ſhorter, becauſe it was his 
own Way; and alſo his own Delire, 
oF when I preached on the Occalion of 
his Wive's Funeral. - 

GOD began to deal eſtoctually wick 5 
his Heart in his Tender — and 
Prayer (his great Talent) was his 
frequent Exereiſe hen very Youngt 
His Soul thus 1 changed by Con- 
| H 2 verſion, 


- — * 


verſion, and aſſiſted by conſtant Sup. 
plies in return of Prayer; he avoided 
Infection, and became Armed againſt 
the Snares of the Univerſity; yea, ſo 
notedly Serious, as to be admitted 
into the Intimate Society, of ſome of 
the Graveſt Divines in that Place. 
HE was but Young, when he re: 
moved thence to a Family of Note; 
there the Evil Diſpoſition of tome 
Perſons, made him more Cautious 
than uſual ;* and the Reſtraints his 
Prudence ſec on his Warrantable Free. 
dom, commended Retirement to his 
Choice; that neither the Crimes of 
others might corrupt or grieve him, 
nor any Inadvertency of his harden, 

or be expoſed by them. © 
THIS Retirement was. ſo bleſt, that 
he oft acknowledged, he never en. 
joyed that uninterrupted Communion 
with God in Secret; as in the aforeſaid 
. * 
IN this Private Condition he lived 
many Years, which he ſpent partly, 
in Securing the great Concernments 
of his own Soul; by clearing his Evi- 
dendes, improving his Graces and at- 
7 raining 
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A Funeral Sermon. ror 
taining to a more Confirmed State ; 
and partly in informing and fixing 
his Judgment, both in the Diſputed 
Articles of Faith, and in the Buſineſs 
of Coaformity; required of all that 
were admitted Miniſters in the Na- 
tional Church eſtabliſhed by Law: 
The Latter he diſallowed upon ma- 
tureſt Thoughts, nor know I many o 
qualified, to manage that Conrroverſie 
as he was: Ia the Former, he proved 
Skillful as well as Orthodox, tho' diſ- 
allowing Extreams, particularly as to 
the Extent of the Death of Chriſt, and 
Conditionality of the Covenaut, with 
ſeveral Things depending ther eupon. 
HE to whom the End is known 
from the Beginning, and hath in Pro- 
ſpect the Service he deſigneth by 
every Iaſtrument; made ule of this 
long Retitedneſs, to:qualifie our Bro- 
ther for greater Ultefulneſs than him - 
ſelf foreſaw-/; or rationally. could ex- 
pect : By this was he prepared to be 
an Eminent Bleſſing in his Generation, 
both in the Education of. Youth, and 
the Salvation of Sinnets by well 
adapted Labours: Nor did God long 
b H 3 for- 


1302 A funeral Sermon. 
forbear by Succeſs to encourage him 
in his Miſterial Service; but gave him 
an Early Pledge of more Extenſive 
Fruits, by the Converſion of ſome 
in that very Family. _. 

AND leaſt his Zeal in awakening 
the Secure, might carry him to break 
the Bruiſed Reed, by unbounded Se- 
verity in his Notions or Expreſſions; 
Providence about that time, directed 
his Acquaintance with a Pious Gentle: 
woman, under great Doubts and Per- 
Fn of Mind ; by her Experience 

became inſtructed, in the various 
Exerciſes of a Child of Light, Walk 
ing in Darkneſs; there he found an 
Inſtance, what a Godly Perſon may 
be reduced to ; and how ſuch ſhould 
be dealt with, in thoſe Self-condenming 
Fears; which proceed: either from 
Temptation, Weakneſs of Mind, Bo- 
dily Indiſpoſition, or the Hidings of 
God's Face; yea, ſometitnes from all 
ether. But as hereby he was pre- 
pared, to be a Veſſel of Conſolation to 
nany, ſo he became by the Divine 
Bleſſing, a Means of Peace to this di- 
ſtreſſed Perſon; aſter the long En- 
100 1 cn deavours 
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_ AFtineral'Seymon, 103 
deavours of ſeveral good Miniſters had: 
faild to fatishe her. 03 900 

THE Purpoſes of his more Obſcure 
Courſe ' of Life being obtained, he 
was directed into a Married State; 
and that under Circumſtances, greatly 
tending to his own Comfort and Pub- 
lick Benefit. The Perſon God gave 


him to be his Wife, was a Daughter 


of Major Hubbard in Leiceſterſbire; a 


Woman of ſingular Piety, Good Eſtate, 


and to Him in all reſpects agreeable : 
She had refuſed very Confiderable 
Matches, from a fixed Reſolution to 
diſpoſe of her ſelf, as might be moſt 
Conducive, to guard her againſt the 
Syvares of 'a Preſent Life, and prepare 
her for an Ezaleſs Happineſs; and 
that ſhe was not diſappointed herein 
was evident, by her conſtant Advan- 
ces in Holineſs, great Meetneſs for 
Heaven, and comfortable Serenity in 
Death. iron N | ; 13 * x > 8 

UpON this change in his Condi- 
tion, he applied himſelf to Educate 
Voung Men; and to preach more pub. 
lickly and conſtantly: So far Was he 
from that baſe Spirit of ſome, who 
4107 H 4 - 

FE 
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eſpouſe Ialexeſs, when they are capa· 
ble to Subſiſt without Dependance; 


whereas our Friend reckon'd an Eſtate, 


a further Obligation to ſerve, the Do- 
nor, and an Encouragement for more 
ſucceſsful Service; as it ſhelter'd him 
againlt the Temptations of the Necel- 
ſitous, ſet him above Contempt, and 
obviated that Prejudice againſt all 
Miniſters ; as if their moſt ſerious En- 
deavours came from no higher Aims, 
than to procure a Maintenance. His 
Gomerning Dexterity by a due Mixture 
of Sweetneſs, Art and Autharity ; 
gave him no {mall Advantage to 
profit Youth, under the Diſadvantages 
of a Private Accademy. His Oilig ence 
was extraordinary, until a great Di- 
ſtemper enfeebled him. He Piouſiy 
managed his Houſe, as a Nurſery for 
Heaven, as well as a School for im- 


proved Learning; and there be ſo very 


many Excellent Miniſters in the Church, 
and Eminent. Gentlemen already quali- 
fied to ſerve their Countrey; yea, 
diſpofed ſo to do ſo by his Care and 
Skill to principle them, as are fully 
ſufficient to excuſe my Saying any 

2 88 1 1. thing, 


thing, as to his Stock of Learning and 
Judg ment. | | "6 

WHAT more deſerves my Regard, 
is that of which himlelf made the 
higheſt Account, and frequently in- 
culcated on other Students; wiz. A 
faithful, diligent Aim at Uſefulneſs 
in ſaving Immortal, Souls, and the 
preciſeſt Care to adapt their Study 
and Labours to this End. From this 
Deſign he could not be bribed, by an 
Employ of ſar higher Benefit to his 
Family; nor diverted by thoſe many 
Threatnings, ſeveral Loffes or Im- 
priſoaments he endured. Faith gave 
him ſuch a View of the Intrinfick 


Nature, and Eternal Conſequence of 


the Work of che Miniſtry ; that he 
could not fail to judge it to be wor- 
thy of the Deepeſt Studies, a Reward 
of the moſt Dilgent Labour, a Com- 
penſation for the Soreſt Sufferings, 
and beſt becoming the Greateſt Sauls. 

AS the Eternal Salvation of Men 
was his fixed Deſign, ſo he concluded 
the beſt way to #:8 it, Was a plain, 
warm, Famtliar Way of Preaching : 
Therefore he chiefly regarded the * 

4 ” - O 


ow 


of his Own Heart in his Work, as what 
ſuggeſted the moſt Moving Words, 
and whence by the Divine Bleſſing 
he expected greateſt Succeſs. And 
indeed the Affectionate Seriouſneſs of 
his Auditory under this Method, en - 
couraged him thereto; altho' his Ser- 
mons ſhould not pleaſe the Eye of 
the Realer, as they moved People at 
re en 208 
IN purſuit of this End, he took 
hold of Private Seaſons, eſpecially the 
Time of Sickneſs; and very induſtri- 
oully Viſited fick People, in Hope that 
the Nearneſs of another World, might 
awaken Attention and Concernednels, 
in all Directions tending to prepare 
them for Safety in it. As he Would 
chearfully and thankfully mention, the 
_ Saceeſs of his Pains with any Perſon; 
ſo he with Bitterneſs, bewail'd that cer- 
tain Juncture of his Life, Wherein a 
Bleſſing was more Sparingly afforded 
to His Endeavouffts. 

Bur cho' God ſecured to himſelf, 
the Glory of making the Word effi- 
catious; and awaken'd his Servant to 
Enguiſitiveneſs and Humility by a” 
9 him 
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him ſometime to cry, I have laboured 
in vain : Yet he often -favour'd his 
Zeal for the Benefit of others, by a 
Sena Bleſſing on his Miniſtry. Many 
of his Papils call him Spiritual Fa- 
ther; about the Vale of Beaver he dif- 
fuſed ſaving Light, and was an In- 
ſtrument 1a the Converſion of great 
Numbers; among whom ſome Deſpz- 


ſers of himſelf were very remgrkable 
Inſtances : In other Parts of the 


Countrey, he was not without Seals 
to his Miniſtry ; nor did his Words 
altogether return in vain in This City; 
but had good Effect to convince, and 
regenerate ſeveral periſhing Sinners; 
as well as to eſtabliſh and ediſie many, 
whom he found begotten unto Chriſt. 
NOR is it very Common with God, 
to wich-hold his Influences,: Where 
there be ſuch Good Preſazes of Succels; 
as a humble .Diftruſt of 'our Perfor- 
mances, an Entire Dependance on 
God's Afiſtance and Bleſſing, and a 
ſolicitous Dread of being uſeleſs. Each 
of which took up much place in his 
Diſcourſe with Intimates. It was a 
common Saying with him, 7 am much 
cpr 9 | afraid 
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afraid of my Work, from a ſence of my own 
Indiſpoſicion and Inſufficiency, but when I 


have looked up to God for help, I found his 


Preſence merming and enlarging me, &c. 
Aud yet ſometimes, what I had thought 
beſt prepared, hath had leaſt Succeſ . 

A FEAR of an Uzuſefu! Life, was 
what frequently and deeply pol- 
ſels'd his Mind; nor was there any 
thing fe did oftener and more ex- 
preſly deprecate. When ſome unhappy 
Circumitances brake his Scho, it was 
his frequent Moan, Now every Field is 
unpleaſant, for fear I ſhall live to no pur- 
poſe. Allo in his laſt Sickneſs his uſual 
Cry was, 0h! let me not live incapable 
of Service, unfit to be employ:d. And 
when a little before his Death, his In- 
diſpoſition for Study and Preaching, 
ſeem'd a little abated; what Joy poſ- 
ſels d him? what thankful Acknow- 
ledgments did he utter! 1 #6 
NEITHER is it unworthy our No- 
tice, how indulgent the Providence of 
God was towards his Servant, and 


regardful of his Concernednels for his 


Work: For in a few Days after his 
Complaints upon the Period put to his 
TY School, 
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School, he was invited to be a Paftor 
in this place; and God alſo put an End 
by Death, to that bis Larter Dread of an 
Uaprofitable Life: Vet not before he 
had improved that ſhort Lightning, 
by Returning to his Preaching Work; 
which he intermitted not 'til a very 
few Days before he dyed; as if God at 
once would remarkably prevent what 
his Servant feared, and grant him an 
Opportunity to ſhew his faithful Zed. 
-BUT his V/efu! Attempts were not 
conſined to meer Miniſterial Work, or 
the Education of Young Men; but 
he was of Publick Influence in the 
Country ( where he was better ac- 
quainted than in London) in adviſin 


his Neighbours in their Intricate Al. 


fairs, and Compoſing Differences a- 
mong them; yea, allo in ſueceſsſully 
guiding Multitudes, in What con- 


cerned the Safety and Liberty of this 


Nation; when the Tide ran high 
againſt Religion aud Propertx. 

I THINK what I have already in- 
ſtanced will juſtifie my Saying, that 
we have loſt an Uefa Man, and' alfo 
diſcoyer his great Teal to be ſuch,” And 
As | 1121 each 
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yet beſides what his proſperous Mini- 
ſtry, with other things do contribute, 
to that Character; many of his P#- 
pils are winning Souls, and promoting 
the Intereſt of our Blefled Redeemer, 
whereby the Extem of his Uiefulaeſs 
is beyond my Reach to meaſure ;' for 
the Bleſſing in it, is like Sacceſſtvely to 

deſcend to ſeveral Ages. 0 

MOREOVER, his Care to obſerve 
the Conduct of Providence was very 

ſtrict, well- knowing Man's Unskilful. 

neſs to direct his Ways, and the Bitrer - 
neſs of diſpleaſing Events, when we 
truſt to our own- Conduct; as well 
as our V/ur pat ion of God's place, when- 
ever we allume it. Therefore he 
was accuſtomed to ſay, 1 can 20 any 
where if God mill lead: Nor was he leſs 
ready with Thankfulneſs, to aſcribe all 
welcom Iſſues and Benefits received, to 
the ſame Providence; as allo to be 
{ubmiſſively reſigned to its Difpoſals in 
what appear'd more Severe. A greater 
Inftance of this laſt can ſcarce be given, 
than his Calm Submiſſion under 
the Loſs of his Yoke-fellow ; which is 
little leſs, than rending from one the half 
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BY his great moderation towards all who 
differ'd in Judgment, he became acceptable, 
to Men of ſeveral Denominations, nor could . 
it be otherwiſe on the Account of Opinion, 
b except with ſuch who limit their Charity as 

well as their Communion, by the narrow 
$ IF Bounds. of their on Party; which on 
* this very Account is to be ſuſpected, to 
0 have neither a good Cauſe nor much judg- 
L ment, fur ther than Selfiſnneſs is concerned. 
* As he was ready to ſhew Kindneſs to: his 
Friends, ſo his Charity to the Neceſſitous was 
not barren. Several poor Students he ſup- 

| ported, yea, at times hath maintain'd a Mini- 

| ſter and his Family, until an Employment 

c was provided for their Subſiſtencc. 

NOR was he Ungrateſul for any Favour he 
received, with how tender a Sence did he ac- 
knowledge the abundant Affection of this 
Church / yet ſtill therewith bewailing he 
could be no more uſeful to yon; which taſti- 
fied that he laboured willingly. with you, from 
a grateful Sence of yo ur Kindneſs, as well as 
faithfally from his Duty to God. Happy 
Miniſters ſo obliged 1. and happily advanta- 
ged People who ſo engage them! i _ 

BUT ſerved be. Old jor noght ? Far from it. 
Mercy filPd his Life beyond that of many 
faithful Miniſters. He felt not the Streights 
or Snares of an Indigent Condition; inſtead of 
Trouble or Temptation by a Wife, ſhe was a 


Relief under Trial, a Support to his n 
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= . 4 on of his Salvation; and he dps 
parently-ſaw many of his Children in the way 
Wo Hezven, and one well-qualified and uſefuf 
briog others thither. He was tenderly! 

loved by his Relations, and ſurvived neither 
Mill nor Gifts for Service, he took a kind off 
Solema Leave in the Sermon he preach d with 
his uſual Warmth within a fem Dat of the 
Period of his Life. And Mercy followed him 
in his Deuth, Exerciſe of Reaſon was not inters 
mitted, no, nor Grace neither. He prayed 
with great Fer vour, the Tempter was chained 
from E e he was full of Inmard Com- 
fort, Gaſping he chearfully joined with the 
Prayers of others, aud died without a Groan. 

THESE Gleanings from his uſeful Life 
ſhould awaken us to follow his Steps, wherein 
he is imitable. His faithful Labours with you 
5 . call aloud for proportionable fruit; and ſee- 
|} 1 ing a Capacity employ d in Service will nor 
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